TORIES WANT TO DIVIDE US 


rIGHT FOR 


The purge of Labour members can’t hold back the 
movement for change 


weer | abour rignt desperate 
Mireeerreen tO Stop Jeremy Corbyn 


MIGRANT 


TORY PRIME minister Theresa May could 
ban European Union (EU) migrants from 
coming to Britain unless they have a 
job. The family of a much-needed nurse, 
teacher or construction worker could be 
barred. 

It would create two-tier workplaces, with 
some workers simply used and then chucked 
out. 

Disgracefully such proposals don’t go far 
enough for some Tory ministers and back- 
benchers. 

May knows the Tory party is riddled by 
splits—so she wants to divide our side to 
push through more austerity. 


We have to stand in solidarity with 
migrants, who feel under threat, and fight 
for their rights. 

Polish migrant Arkadiusz Jozwik died 


after an attack in Harlow, Essex, onj 


27 August. Two more migrants were beaten 
in the town last Sunday (see page 6). 

Only by uniting can we repel the Tory 
assault. 


We should all march on the Tory confer- | 


ence in Birmingham on Sunday 2 October 
and build the fightback against austerity and 
racism in our workplaces and colleges. 


Stand Up To Racism 
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ae) 10 


Migrants 


I = La 
A VIGIL in Harlow for Arkadiusz Jozwik 


IRELAND 


Apple's ‘double 
lrish’ tax scam 


THE IRISH state refused to 
collect £11 billion in unpaid 
tax from multinational 

firm Apple last week. 

The scam has exposed 
the complex nature of the 
relationship between the 
capitalist state and private 
companies. 

People Before Profit TD 
Richard Boyd Barrett argues 
that the money should be 
used to fund social housing. 


Say 
HEALTH SERVICE 


NHS crisis 
shows why we 
need strikes 


HEALTH workers and 
patients talked to Socialist 
Worker about the cuts 
that are tearing the health 
service apart. 

Accident and emergency 
departments are being 
closed across England. 
Workers are being stretched 
to breaking point. 

We need strikes now. 


SSE Sy 
GERMANY 


Racist AfD party 
makes gains in 
regional election 


THE RACIST Alternative 
for Germany (AfD) 
party won 21 percent 
of the vote in a regional 
election in Mecklenburg- 
Western Pomerania. 

The party has links with 
the Islamophobic Pegida 
organisation. 
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THE THINGS 


THEY SAY 


‘Refusing to 
listen to the 
electorate has 
never beena 


winning formula’ 


Celebrity dancer Ed Balls— 
who knows about losing 
elections—says Jeremy Corbyn 
can’t win 


‘They’ve got 

the perfect 
present for 
@NicolaSturgeon 
too’ 


Labour Leadership candidate 
Owen Smith, who doesn’t 
have a problem with women 
in politics, suggests a giant 
gobstopper for the Scottish 
first minister 


‘The crisis in 
2008 was in part 
brought on by 
casual dressing 
among bankers’ 


Banker Peter Stormonth 
Darling former chairman 

on MAM investment group 
explains how dressing down 
causes capitalist crisis 


‘If you don’t want 
to live the way we 
do, don’t come’ 


Marc Etienne Lansade, mayor 
of the French resort of Cogolin, 
says he will ignore a court 
decision and still ban the 
burkini 


‘There was a Nick 
Clegg Looking 
Sad website’ 


Former Liberal Democrat 
leader Nick Clegg 


iF Richare 
PRANSON BAN 


Scotland’s growth depends 
on the lobbying industry 


THE SCOTTISH National Party 
(SNP)’s vision for Scotland includes 
much corporate lobbying. 

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
announced last week that former MSP 
Andrew Wilson would head a Growth 
Commission. It’s a listening project but 
who gets heard may be predictable. 

A former economist, Wilson is the 
managing partner of Charlotte Street 
Partners. (CSP). It is a secretive and 
influential firm with close ties to the 
SNP and the financial sector. 

CSP calls itself “a strategic commu- 
nications company”, helping businesses 
engage with “policymakers, politicians 
and regulators”. 

Past clients include Cluff Natural 
Resources, which wanted to burn coal 
under the Firth of Forth to release meth- 
ane. CSP has also lobbied for Irn Bru 
maker AG Barr, whose drinks will be 
hit by the new sugar tax, and mobile 
phone mast firm Wireless Infrastructure 
Group. 

However, CSP is not a member of 


Consultants or Chartered Institute of 
Public Relations, both of which operate 
voluntary client registers. 

CSP does not volunteer its clients, 
which means the public would not know 
if Wilson had conflicts of interest when 
developing potential government policy. 

Wilson, former communications chief 
for RBS, co-founded CSP with Malcolm 
Robertson, son of Labour peer Lord 
George Robertson, in 2014. 

The company’s chairman is financier 
Sir Angus Grossart, chair of the govern- 
ment’s infrastructure investment body 
the Scottish Futures Trust and former 
vice chair of RBS. 

Former SNP spin doctor chief Kevin 
Pringle also became a partner last year. 

CSP has organised a dinner discus- 
sion with Nicola Sturgeon, and wined 
and dined her special adviser on energy 
and enterprise, Malcolm Fleming, as 
well as the government’s head of policy, 
Colin McAllister. 

Lobbying has taken off now the 
revolving doors between business and 


the Association of Professional Political  IWAAIECu politics are spinning fast. 


WHAT IS it with Owen Smith and Big 
Pharma lobbyists? Fresh from hiring 
Pfizer PR guru Jon Lehal as his chief of 
operations, Owen Smith has taken on 
a former AstraZeneca lobbyist as his 


director of communications. 

Will Tanner was until recently the head of 
Finsbury PR’s UK public affairs team, where 
he proudly boasted of his work for top phar- 
maceutical companies. 


French state to train 
Muslims in Islam 


THE FRENCH state doesn’t | include telling Muslims to 
just ban Muslims from be “discreet” and fearing 
following their religion in that “one nationality—the 
the “wrong way”. It’s now | French working class— 
also training them to doit | is disappearing” due to 
the “right way”. immigration. 

The Foundation for But he reassured anyone 
an Islam of France was who thought he was 
launched last week, unqualified to be president 
to provide training for of Islam in France. 

Imams and fundraising “I know the Muslim 

for mosques from within world very well,” he 
France—so that less of it explained. “I went to Cairo 
comes from abroad. and Algiers 40 or 50 years 


It’s part-funded by the ago.” 
oh-so secular French state, 
and partly by private 
donors. The biggest so far 
is arms tycoon and Tory 
senator Serge Dassault. 
In charge is left 
nationalist politician 
Jean-Pierre Chevenement. 
His pearls of wisdom 
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HAVING COMPLETED a round 
of redundances the Guardian 
newspaper has finally been able 
to unveil new semi-secret sofas. 
They have been locked in a 
basement for months because they 
cost £36,000 and it would look 
bad to sack people while wheeling 
out plush couches. But after the 
job cuts is apparently fine. 


Care UK says prison 
self-harm Is exciting 


Troublemaker favourite failures” by Care UK 
Care UK talks of the had contributed to the 
“exciting life of prison death of prisoner Terence 
medical staff”. Adams at Pentonville 

Dr Sarah Bromley, jail in London. 
Care UK’s national The coroner also 
medical director for said a report compiled 
health in justice, said by Care UK after the 
in a staff recruitment death was not shared 
video, “If you like life with the coroner’s office 
to be exciting, there until it was accidentally 
are always alarm bells discovered by lawyers 
going off, resuscitations, during the inquest. 
self-harming incidents, 


a lot of chaos that goes 
on in our prisons.” 

Care UK provides 
healthcare in 30 
prisons in England 
and Wales, including 
some of the biggest. 

Last month a coroner 
said “significant 


Jean-Pierre Chevenement Dr Sarah Bromley 
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Tour guide Lord Howe 


Howe’s he get 
away with it? 


LORD HOWE, Tory 
defence minister and 
deputy leader of the 
House of Lords, is hosting 
a tour of his house this 
weekend. 

He received a tax break 
worth millions of pounds 
when he inherited his 
£30 million country 
estate. 

A conditional exemption 
agreement with HM 
Revenue & Customs 
(HMRC) gives tax breaks 
in return for public access 
to the land. The details of 
that are a little vague. 

But Howe’s ancestral 
home, an 18th century 
red-brick mansion called 
Penn House, is open 
two days a year under 
another tax avoidance 
agreement. 

Howe got tax relief 
on more than 70 works 
of art and artefacts at 
the house, including 
paintings, dining chairs, 
and a pair of marble 
“snarling lions”. 

Troublemaker suggests 
ringing to book a place on 
014 9471 3358. 
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Junior doctors’ strike off 
after their leaders buckle 


by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 


THE BRITISH Medical Association 
(BMA) suspended a planned five- 
day strike on Monday. 

Junior doctors in England had 
been set to walk out on 12 September 
against Tory health secretary Jeremy 
Hunt’s imposition of a dangerous 
new contract. 

There is a still a mood to fight for 
the NHS—and further five-day strikes 
planned for October, November and 
December are still set to take place. 

But there is no doubt that Hunt 
and prime minister Theresa May will 
be cheered by the BMA’s retreat. 

The BMA said, “For the first time in 
this dispute NHS England have told 
us that a service under such pressure 
cannot cope with the notice period 
for industrial action given. 

“We have to listen to our col- 
leagues when they tell us that they 
need more time to keep patients safe. 

“We have also listened to the con- 
cerns of working doctors, patient 
groups and the public.” 

The BMA’s declared strike plans— 
a series of monthly five-day strikes— 
were a real escalation in the dispute. 
The response from the Tories and 
most of the media was brutal. 

They pumped out propaganda 
about junior doctors putting patients’ 
lives at risk and witch-hunted their 
leaders. 


Threatening 

The Academy of Royal Medical 
Colleges (ARMC) slammed the 
planned strike. The General Medical 
Council, an “independent regula- 
tor’, then waded into the dispute on 
Monday threatening that junior doc- 
tors could be struck off. 

With their leaders wavering, and 
in the absence of any real solidar- 
ity plans from other unions or from 
the Trades Union Congress, the BMA 
buckled. The arguments for action 


JUNIOR DOCTORS protesting in London in February 


BACK STORY 


The BMA suspended a planned 
junior doctors’ strike set to take 


place for five days next week 


@Junior doctors are fighting new 


imposed contracts that would 
undermine patient safety 


@The Tories and the right wing 


media attacked the planned action 
@Previous junior doctors’ strikes 


won widespread support and 


there’s a mood to defend the NHS 
@Future planned walkouts are still 


in place for 5-11 October, 14-18 
November and 5-9 December 


now need to be redoubled. It is the 
Tories’ assault on the NHS that is 
damaging and life-threatening. 

The new contract will put patient 
safety at greater risk by overworking 
junior doctors. 

It replaces financial penalties on 
hospital bosses who overwork junior 
doctors with a weaker “guardian 
role” as well as attacking pay. 

Hunt claims the contract is neces- 
sary to bring in “seven day working” 
in the NHS. 

But junior doctors point out that 
they already work seven days a week, 
including evenings and weekends. 

The Tories’ real agenda is to attack 
workers’ pay and conditions to soften 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


up the health service for privatisation. 

But there is a mood to defend the 
NHS. 

Protests took place in Huddersfield 
and Grantham against hospital cuts 
last weekend (see right). 

Junior doctors would gain support 
if they struck. 

They should organise to keep the 
pressure up on the BMA. 

Every trade unionist should build 
solidarity for the planned strikes in 
the coming months. 


On other pages... 
Ly Tory attacks mean the NHS is 
condition critical >>Page 10&11 


TUC must lead fightback 


DELEGATES TO TUC conference 
will meet in Brighton on Monday 
of next week. 

Discussion about protecting 
workers’ rights in the wake of the 
vote to leave the European Union 
will dominate the conference. 

But workers’ rights 


However, the PCS union is 
calling for the TUC to launch a 
national campaign against the 
public sector pay cap. 

A motion says the TUC should 
commit to “actively supporting 
and coordinating across the 

trade union movement” 


were under attack before 
the Leave vote and only 
a fight from below can 
defend them. 

Motions rightly 
“condemn” the Trade 
Union Act and praise 
Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn for saying he 
would repeal it. 


and to call a “national 
demonstration”. 
Delegates should vote 
for it. 
Other motions call 
on the TUC to “counter 
attacks on migrant 
workers and refugees” 
and to show solidarity 
with child refugees 


Yet there is little talk of PAABRIRSAACUISS trapped in the Calais 
action on the agenda. O'Grady “jungle” camp. 


HOSPITALS 

Protesters 
Say no to 
NHS cuts 


PROTESTS TOOK place 
against hospital cuts in 
Grantham in Lincolnshire 
and Huddersfield in West 
Yorkshire last weekend. 

Richard Buckwell was 
in Grantham on Saturday. 
“There were well over 1,000 
people on the march,” he told 
Socialist Worker. 

“The vast bulk of marchers 
ignored the official route 
agreed with the police. 

“Instead they strode 
down the High Street in the 
opposite direction to traffic 
and spread right across the 
road. 

“The march was to stop the 
local Grantham Hospital A&E 
closing in the evenings. 

“We all know that this 
would be a prelude to further 
closures, and possibly the 
closure of the hospital 
altogether.” 


Closure 

Up to 400 people marched 
in Huddersfield on Sunday 
against the proposed closure 
of the local A&E department. 

The demonstration was 
followed by speeches and a 
fun day, which organisers 
said 10,000 took part in. 

NHS bosses want to 
“centralise” all acute care at 
Calderdale Royal Hospital in 
Halifax. 

Anne Hall from 
Huddersfield told Socialist 
Worker, “The roads to 
Halifax are very bad, which 
will make it difficult for 
ambulances to transport 
patients.” 

NHS bosses also want to 
slash the ambulance service 
in the area, which would put 
patients’ lives in even more 
danger. 

For more go to bit.ly/2bNvQtU 


e e 
IN THIS WEEK 


Overthrow of left 
president in Chile 


A MILITARY coup 
overthrew left president 
Salvador Allende in Chile 
on 11 September 1973. 
Allende had brought 
in reforms that inspired 
the poor and terrified 
the rich. The army killed 
some 30,000 people in 
the coup. 
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Mass purge 


as Labour 


right gets 
desperate 


The real reason for the ludicrous 
attacks on Corbyn is that the right 
know they’re losing, says Nick Clark 


LEADING LABOUR Party figures 
stepped up their attack on their 
own membership last week in a 
bid to rig the leadership election 
against Jeremy Corbyn. 

Labour’s general secretary Iain 
McNicol emailed the party’s national 
executive committee (NEC) with 
examples of reasons why members 
or supporters were suspended ahead 
of the election. 

Thousands have had their mem- 
bership suspended as part of a huge 
operation to exclude Corbyn sup- 
porters from the vote. 

McNicol’s email was intended to 
justify the suspensions in the face of 
accusations that Corbyn supporters 
are being purged. 

Some of the examples described 
posts on social media that were 
racist or could be considered as 
death threats. 


Suspended 
But many others were simply 
suspended for calling Labour MPs 
“traitor” or “coward”, or for calling 
for deselections. Some were sus- 
pended for saying they had previously 
voted for rival parties such as the 
Green Party or Plaid Cymru. 
McNicol pointed out that Labour 
Party rules say that “members and 
supporters must conduct themselves 
in a calm and polite manner and be 


BACK STORY 


Jeremy Corbyn’s popularity has 
the right increasingly in a spin 
@Despite the Labour right’s 
repeated attempts to undermine 
him Corbyn looks on course to 
beat leadership rival Owen Smith 


@But they are all organising 

to ensure they can weaken a 
Corbyn-led Labour Party 

@The left faces pressure to unite 
the party after the election 
@Compromise with the right is 
the worst thing they could do and 
will demoralise their supporters 


respectful to each other at all times”. 

But that rule is applied selec- 
tively. Millionaire Labour donor 
Michael Foster, who last month 
compared Corbyn supporters to 
Nazi Stormtroopers, has not been 
suspended. 

Neither has MP Ian Austin, who 
heckled Corbyn as he apologised 
for the Iraq war, calling him a “dis- 
grace”. Nor has Wes Streeting, 
who has called Corbyn supporters 
“Corbots” on social media. 

Several MPs have boasted of 
shouting down, bullying and 
humiliating Corbyn and his allies 
at Parliamentary Labour Party 
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SOME 3,000 people turned out to hear Jeremy Corbyn speak in Ramsgate in Kent last week 


meetings. None of them have been 
suspended either. 

On the same day that McNicol’s 
email was released Labour MP Ruth 
Smeeth revealed she had received 
25,000 abusive messages, including 
death threats. Corbyn rightly con- 
demned the abuse. 

Without any evidence, Smeeth 
said that “it’s about what people are 
doing in his [Corbyn’s] name”. 

Leadership rival Owen Smith later 
used an interview with LGBT+ news 
website Pink News to accuse Corbyn 
of being “complacent” about hom- 
ophobia and antisemitism inside 
Labour. 


Labour donor Michael Foster thinks “Nazi Stormtroopers” support Corbyn 


WHO CAN VOTE? 


350,000 


Labour Party members 


168,000 


unions and other affiliates 


129,000 


registered supporters 


120,000 


Labour members denied a vote 


And an article by Labour MP Kate 
Green in the New Statesman accused 
Corbyn of “carelessness, indiffer- 
ence and ignorance” over women’s 
oppression. It was deliberately timed 
to follow and undermine Corbyn’s 
launch of a Women’s Advisory Board 
to tackle gender inequality. 

The overall aim is to discredit 
Corbyn and much of Labour’s new 
members—implying that the left is 
to blame for racist, sexist and homo- 
phobic abuse. 

In fact it is the left that has by far 
the best record of countering such 
behaviour. 

The constant attacks appear to 


be having one other effect, with a 
number of recent polls putting the 
Tories ahead Labour. 

But one by YouGov last week also 
suggested that more than half of 
adults in Britain believe that Corbyn 
is unfairly treated by the media. 

The poll also showed that Corbyn 
is set to beat Smith—by 24 points. 

That’s the real reason behind the 
right’s desperate attacks on Labour 
members. 


On other pages... 
Ly Should Labour MPs face 


reselection? >>Page 15 


Green appeal from the right 


THE GREEN Party 
elected new leaders 
last week. 

MP Caroline Lucas 
was elected alongside 
anti-abortion bigot 
and former Tory 
Jonathan Bartley as 
joint leaders. 

Bartley began their 
leadership with an 
appeal to “everyone 
who wants more than 
divisions” to join 
the Green Party. He 
said, “We don’t throw 


Caroline Lucas MP 


bricks through one 
another’s windows”—a 
reference to dubious 


accusations that 
Corbyn supporters 
threw a brick at 
Labour MP Angela 
Eagle’s office. 

The appeal mirrored 
Owen Smith's claim 
to represent a 
“radical and credible” 
alternative to Corbyn 
that can reunify the 
Labour Party. 

Both are aimed at 
sapping away Corbyn 
supporters from the 
right. 


The plotters 
keep plotting 
for the future 


LABOUR'S RIGHT are already 
preparing their next moves 
following Owen Smith's likely 
defeat in the leadership election 
later this month. 

The Parliamentary Labour Party 
(PLP) meeting on Monday was set 
to debate a proposal to reintroduce 
the election of Labour’s shadow 
cabinet by MPs. 

Shadow cabinet elections were 
abolished under previous leader 
Ed Miliband—a move backed by a 
majority of Labour MPs at the time. 

Reintroducing elections would 
mean that MPs could fill the 
shadow cabinet with opponents of 
Corbyn—while allies such as John 
McDonnell or Diane Abbott could 
be kept off. 


Conference 

If the motion is passed, the 
proposal would still have to be 
submitted to Labour’s conference 
this month by the party’s national 
executive committee. 

Meanwhile right wing Labour 
activists have started preparing 
for other battles at Labour's 
conference, which begins on 
Sunday 25 September. 

They are desperate to stop a rule 
change dubbed the “McDonnell 
amendment” going through. 

The change would mean that 
MPs only need nominations from 
5 percent of the PLP to stand in 
a leadership election. It would be 
easier for left wing candidates to 
get on the ballot paper. 


Thousands flock to see 
‘unelectable’ Corbyn 


JEREMY CORBYN’S re-election 
campaign continued last week 
with two huge rallies in Stoke-on- 
Trent and Ramsgate. 

The turnouts show that 
the Labour leader can win 
widespread support in places 
often seen as being traditionally 
right wing. 

Ramsgate is in Thanet, Kent, 
where the racist Ukip party is 
the largest group on the district 
council. But 3,000 people turned 
out to see Corbyn. 

Ramsgate Corbyn supporter 
Eloise Hanchett said, “It’s very 
strange what’s going on in the 
Labour Party at the moment. 


Strange 
“The people want Corbyn it 
seems but the party doesn’t, 
which is a very strange situation 
as he’s voted in by the people.” 
Another 1,000 turned out in 
Stoke, a place the Nazi British 
National Party once described as 
its “jewel in the crown” when it 
had 12 councillors there. 
Sarah, who was at the rally, 
said, “I like Corbyn because he 


Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn- 


focuses on things like equality, 
workers’ rights and the NHS.” 

And Labour member Steve 
Tunstall said, “What Corbyn says 
resonates with my core values, 
such as his support for the NHS 
and social housing. 

“I don’t accept that he’s 
unelectable.” 
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WHAT WE THINK 


TORIES CAN BE BEATEN— 
BUT ONLY IF WE FIGHT 


HE TORIES marked 

their return from a long 

summer holiday by doing 

what they do best— 

whipping up racism and 
fighting among themselves. 

They all want to scapegoat 
migrants but are split over how to 
do it. 

Prime minister Theresa 
May rejected a points-based 
immigration system on Monday. But 
several cabinet ministers disagree. 

In an attempt not to appear 
“soft”, May is considering blocking 
people from the European Union 
(EU) coming to Britain unless they 
have a job. 

The bigger divide in the Tory 
party is over the EU in general. 
The leadership is split on whether 
Britain should aim to keep full 
access to the EU single market, or 
prioritise slashing immigration. 

David Davis, the minister in 
charge of exiting the EU, made a 
statement this week on what the 
vote would mean. He helpfully 
explained, “Simply, it means the UK 
leaving the European Union.” 

The Tories are refusing to spell 
out exactly what will follow the 
Leave vote because they can’t 
agree on it. 

These divisions won’t stop 


the Tories going on the offensive 
against working class people. 

But they do mean the 
government is weaker than it may 
seem to be—and they also mean 
resistance can have a big impact. 

The Leave vote showed the 
disillusion and anger in Britain. 
Many ordinary people defied 
politicians who instructed them to 
vote Remain because they don’t 
trust them. 

Official politics is dominated 
by people who live in a different 
world to the rest of us. This is 
why there has been so much 
enthusiasm for Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn. 

This mood for change could be 
turned into resistance.And when 


The Tories are 
weakened. But 
they are still 
determined to 
make us pay 
ee ae Ser ee) 


resistance has been organised, it 
has been successful. 

The NUT teachers’ strike in July 
saw big protests, including 10,000 
in London. Every junior doctors’ 
strike has seen widespread 
support.When workers are given 
the chance to fight, they take it. 

NUT members backed strikes 
by 92 percent in their ballot. Junior 
doctors voted by 98 percent for 
strikes. 

Resistance can strengthen 
unions too. Some 6,000 people 
joined the NUT between it calling 
a strike and the day of the walkout. 

Of course this doesn’t mean 
there are no weaknesses. Not all 
workers take part in struggles, or 
believe that strikes can win. 

But this is partly because union 
leaders have often pulled the plug 
on disputes before they've had 
chance to show their real muscle. 

The Tories are weakened 
after losing David Cameron and 
George Osborne. But they remain 
determined to make ordinary 
people pay for the crisis. 

A much bigger fightback could 
stop their assault. We urgently 
need to build one, starting with 
the demonstration outside the 
Tory conference in Birmingham on 
Sunday 2 October. 


WHY WE WON'T MISS VAZ 


OCIALISTS have no interest 
S: individuals’ private 

consensual sexual choices. 
Indeed if Labour MP Keith Vaz has 
a wider sexual spectrum than he 
previously showed in public it is 
the one nice thing you could say 
about him. 

He set up a romp with three 
men working as prostitutes. He 
asked the eastern European men 
to bring poppers and offered to 
pay for cocaine. 

Much of the media coverage has 
been based on endemic prurient 


homophobia. And Vaz is not 
especially hypocritical in his public 
pronouncements on prostitution 
and drug use. 

He did once co-author a report 
which warned against migrants 
being “particularly vulnerable to 
violence and exploitation”. 

But his has been a career 
of self-promotion, corruption 
and helping out billionaires and 
corrupt cops.Vaz has previously 
faced parliamentary inquiries, 
resigned as a minister, was 
suspended from parliament and 


fiddled his expenses. He got his 
position on the home affairs select 
committee in the first place to 
push through New Labour’s brutal 
attacks on civil liberties. 

A party to celebrate his 
25 years as an MP was attended by 
Theresa May, Tony Blair and Met 
police chief Bernard Hogan-Howe. 

The flat he used for this scandal 
he paid for in cash. 

The motives of the tabloids 
are far from honest but we won't 
mourn Vaz’s exit from politics 
when it comes. 
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ANALYSIS 
CHARLIE KIMBER 


G20 rulers can’t fix 
their failing system 


THE G20 summit this week is a good test of the mood 
among the ruling classes of the world. It brings together 
leaders and central bankers from 20 major economies 
that collectively account for 85 percent of global 
production and 80 percent of world trade. 

Their meeting in China was dominated by recognition 
of continuing economic stagnation—or worse—and fear of 
rising resistance to political and economic elites. 

Those who might be seen as the rulers of the world know 
their system isn’t working, and they can feel the ground 
shifting beneath their feet. 

On the eve of the G20, Christine Lagarde, the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) managing director, said, 
“without forceful policy actions, the world could suffer from 
disappointing growth for a long time”. 

Angel Gurria, secretary-general of the Organisation of 
Economic Co-operation and Development said, “Cylinders 
of growth are chugging their way but they are moving half- 
speed at best. In some cases we look like we’re walking 
backwards”. 

The Chinese economy is growing at its slowest rate in a 
quarter century while Brazil and Russia are both in their 
second year of recession. The eurozone and the US are 
producing only very low growth rates. 

It has been nine years since the financial crisis broke. 
The authorities are still funnelling vast sums to banks and 
corporations in the vain hope that they will begin lending 
or start investing. Instead much of the money is going into 
share buying and buying bonds. 

Bosses are reluctant to invest. This is shown by the fact 
that nearly £10 trillion across the world is now invested in 
bonds and other financial holdings that pay negative interest 
rates. These negative interest rates means they get less 
money out after a period of time than you paid in. 

They are bought because they are safe. And they may be 
able to be sold on at a higher price in the future when there 
is even more competition for secure investments. 


Novel 

The lack of investment by big business, because they can’t 
guarantee enough profit, has led some financial analysts to 
propose a novel solution—colonising Mars. 

“Tt is not as crazy as it sounds,” wrote Viktor Shvets 
and Chetan Seth from the Macquarie global equities team 
recently. They hope that a Mars programme would help to 
boost the rate of profit on investment. 

The IMP’s solution to all this is not (yet) interplanetary 
exploration. It is to boost infrastructure spending—roads, 
bridges, railways and so on. 

But this shift from prioritising deficit reduction above all 
else is coupled with calls for “structural reforms”. This comes 
down to attacks on labour rights, cuts in pensions and fewer 
restrictions on bosses’ ability to hire and fire. 

This is a carefully worded programme of continuing class 
war. But it’s one where politicians and financiers know there 
is plenty of opposition. 

The Financial Times newspaper’s Martin Wolf worried last 
week that inequality and slowing productivity growth are 
a “poisonous brew” that “makes democracy intolerant and 
capitalism illegitimate”. 

China’s president Xi Jinping told the G20 that the global 
Gini coefficient—the standard measure of inequality—had 
raced past its “alarm level” of 0.6 and now stood at 0.7. “We 
need to build a more inclusive world economy,” Xi said. 

But none of the G20 attendees had a real solution. They 
all want to boost profits, they all want some other country to 
pay to boost demand so “their” firms can benefit from it. 

There was much froth about “global cooperation” when 
China and the US formally committed to the Paris climate 
deal at the G20. But the deal is non-binding and crucial parts 
involve only aspirations. 

Even if they were enforced, the targets for limiting global 
warming are far too low to halt continuing climate chaos. 

The G20 leaders maintain a dysfunctional system that is 
producing fragmented and contradictory revolts across the 
world. Sometimes they are pulled leftwards, sometimes to 
the right. 

The G20 shows capitalist failure. It also underlines the 
need for socialist politics. 


Fear and anger after Polish 
man killed by mob in Harlow 


by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 
A 


AROUND 1,000 peo- 
ple joined a march for 
murdered Polish migrant 
Arkadiusz “Arek” Jozwik 
in Harlow, Essex, last 
Saturday. 

Arkadiusz died last 
Monday after a mob attack 
in the town on Saturday 
28 August. He was with 
another Polish man who has 
since been discharged from 
hospital. 

Police, who arrested six 
teenagers on suspicion of 
murder, said that a “hate 
crime” is a line of inquiry. 

Two more Polish men were 
beaten up in the town on the 
Sunday after the march. The 
police have said they are also 
treating it as a potential hate 
crime, but that it’s not linked 
to Arek’s death. 

Some 200 people also 
joined a vigil organised by 
Stand Up to Racism last 
Wednesday. 

Adam Cochrane from 
Harlow Stand Up to Racism 
told the crowd, “The eyes of 
the country are on Harlow. 

“We know that a lot of 
people are feeling worried 
and that a lot of people are 
getting the wrong impression 
of Harlow.” 


Vigil 
The attacks have sent fear 
through the Polish commu- 
nity, many of whom turned 
out for the vigil and the 
march. 

Silvia, who has lived in 
Harlow for six years, told 
Socialist Worker, “There’s 
more racism now, people are 
scared to go out. 

“When I go shopping I 
never go on the phone in 
case someone hears me 


Questions after police 


TWO PEOPLE died on 
Wednesday of last week 
following a high speed 
police chase speed through 
a residential area in Penge, 
south London. 

Pedestrians Rozanne 
Cooper and ten year old 
Makayah McDermott were 
killed after a stolen car 
being pursued by police 
crashed into them. 

Three more people were 
seriously injured. 

The Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) is investigating 
whether police should 
have called off their 
pursuit. When IPCC 


speaking Polish.” 

Many of the Polish people 
at the vigil said that racism 
had got worse since the 
vote to leave the European 
Union in June. Miroslawa 
Gust-Majdzinska and Gerard 
Majdzinski came to the vigil 
with a Polish flag to show 
“they wouldn’t be afraid”. 

Gerard said, “I think 
people are now more open 


Flowers left for the victims 


PEOPLE IN Harlow held a vigil last week (above) after 
Arkadiusz Jozwik (left) was killed by a gang of youths 


about what they think. Before 
they would keep quiet—now 
some feel they can say, we 
don’t want migrants here.” 


Migrants 

Some racists have felt 
emboldened by the Leave 
vote as both the Remain and 
Leave campaigns whipped up 
racism against migrants. 

That racism has been built 
up by years of scapegoating 
by politicians and the media. 

Miroslawa said, “You know 
why this is happening? 

“It’s because Nigel Farage 
and David Cameron always 
said that we’re here to take 
benefits and jobs.” 

The local Tory MP Robert 
Halfon said the attack had 
left many feeling “scared and 


upset”. But Halfon slammed 
Labour for “failing to con- 
trol immigration” and has 
defended the Tories’ scape- 
goating of eastern European 
migrants. 

The march and vigil show 
that many people in Harlow 
are hostile to racism and 
want to stand with the Polish 
community. Alison said, “I 
work with Polish people and 
have Polish friends, I’ve not 
seen any tensions between us 
in the town.” 

Denise added, “I’ve never 
been to anything like this, 
but I came because I think 
it’s important. 

“We've got to speak out 
against hatred and stand up 
against it immediately.” 
Thanks to Adam Cochrane 


chase leads to deaths 


officials came to call on 
Thursday of last week 
people were gathered 
outside the family’s home, 
leaving flowers and other 
tributes. 


Pursuit 

Lift engineer Mark 
Richardson was one of 
them. He told Socialist 
Worker, “The police 
should have called the 
pursuit off.” 

Later in the evening 
one person said there 
were other police officers 
present at the time of the 
crash. They arrested the 
driver once he got out of 


his car. “Why didn’t they 
put up a road block?” 
asked one bystander. 

“There was a helicopter 
overhead so why they 
had to go so fast I don’t 
know.” 

Met police guidelines 
state that when an air 
support unit is present 
then road units should 
fall back because “this 
option reduces the risk of 
a collision.” 

Questions remain to be 
answered but the IPCC 
has an abysmal record 
on holding the police to 
account. 

Alistair Farrow 
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Tories bail out Southern 
rail bosses to bash union 


by RAYMIE KIERNAN 


THE SOUTHERN Railway gravy 
train was topped up with a 
£20 million bailout last week 
from Tory transport secretary 
Chris Grayling. 

The news came ahead of a 
planned two-day strike by Southern 
train guards on Wednesday. 

Former Virgin Trains executive 
Chris Gibb landed himself a £1,500 
a day job heading Grayling’s new 
“hit squad”. It is tasked with sort- 
ing out the mess at Southern, which 
is run by Govia Thameslink Railway 
(GTR). 

Meanwhile, Govia’s owners 
Go Ahead saw profits soar by 
27 percent to £100 million last year. 

Go Ahead boss David Brown 
insisted his firm “doesn’t make any 
money” from its 65 percent stake 
in Govia. But Grayling’s depart- 
ment pays it a fixed fee to run GTR, 
Britain’s biggest franchise. 

Southern trousered another 
£27 million last year. That was its 
share of the £81 million compensa- 
tion rail operators got from Network 
Rail for delays that they didn’t pass 
on to passengers. 

It doesn’t matter how bad Govia’s 
service is, the Tories’ favour- 
ite rail firm is given a pass. They 
even changed the rules so it could 
increase cancellations by another 
third earlier this year. 

Bosses blame train guards’ 
“unprecedented sickness levels” for 
their dismal performance. 


Reinstated 

This was always a lie, which was 
confirmed last Monday when 
Southern reinstated 119 of the 341 


services it had cut on 11 July. Many 
of the reinstated services were 
driver only operated (DOO). 

These rail parasites are in cahoots 
with the Tories. Brown admitted “a 
large part” of GTR’s franchise is to 
introduce new trains and “modern- 
ise working practices”. 

This lies behind RMT union train 
guards’ walkout this week against 
extending DOO. 

The rail unions 
stand in the way of 
this attack but have 
not yet fought as 
effectively as they 
could. This is partly “< 
due to bosses’ use of 
anti-union laws to frus- 
trate action. 

The Aslef 
train driv- 


Aslef’s latest strike ballot was 
suspended at the end of August 
under threat of more legal action. 

The RMT suspended a strike by 
station staff, which was also set for 
this Wednesday. The union said it 
had secured a six-month trial of 
bosses’ plans to make cuts at station. 

But Ricky, a Southern train dis- 
patcher, questioned the suspen- 
sion. “It’s not a proper trial if ticket 
offices are still open and people 
won't be asked to work alone while 
carrying cash,” he said. 

“How can you judge what the 
impact of these things would 
be? It feels like this is 
just stalling it for six 
months.” 


ers’ union He added, 
has been “Having the 
taken stations out 
to the with the guards 
courts would have 
twice been a very 
to stop powerful 


Tory Chris Grayling wants to throttle the rail unions 


strikes. response.” 


PASSENGERS FACE perpetual chaos on Southern’s rail services 


Solidarity for Weymouth 


BUS WORKERS in Weymouth 
began a six-day strike on 
Tuesday in their long running 
battle against poverty pay. It 
is 12 weeks since the strikes 
began. 

Their walkout came as 
First Group bosses pumped 
hundreds of thousands of 
pounds into a scabbing 
operation. 

Unite union branch secretary 
Simon told Socialist Worker, 
“We estimate that it would cost 
them roughly £48,000 to pay 
us but we think they’ve spent 
about £500,000 to keep us 
out. 

“They’re refusing to budge.” 

The workers are paid £8.80 
an hour—7Op less than First 


Group workers in Yeovil and 
nearly £2 less than drivers at 
rival firms in Bournemouth. 

But solidarity has kept 
up the strikers’ spirits and 
strengthened their resolve. 

A benefit gig organised 
by the local Labour left 
Momentum group raised 
£600 for the strikers recently. 
“We've had donations from all 
over,” said Simon. 

“We want to thank everyone 
who has given us solidarity.” 


Send messages of support via 
Dorchester, Weymouth and Portland 
Trades Union Council 

to timtucouncil@talktalk.net 

Send cheques payable to Unite 
branch SW/8161 to Unite union, 
238 Holdenhurst Rd, Bournemouth, 
BH8 8EG 


London bus 
strikers stop 
the service 


BUSES NORMALLY leave 
Tower Transit’s Westbourne 
Park garage in west London 
every six minutes—but on 
Tuesday very little moved. 

It was the same at the Atlas 
Road depot in west London 
and the Lea Interchange depot 
in east London. 

Over 1,000 Unite union 
members struck for 24 hours. 
They are fighting against 

the imposition of roster 
changes “and a failure by 
an increasingly hard line 
management to commit 
to constructive industrial 
relations”. 

There are very few scabs in 
this dispute. Striker Rani said 
claims that buses are getting 
out on the road are hollow. 

“Managers take buses out 
and leave them at bus stands 
as a propaganda trick,” he 
said. 

“They are not in service or 


Workers on the picket line 


if they can get scabs to drive 
them, they don’t run the full 
route.” 

London’s busiest bus 
route, the number 25, had 
no buses running at the start 
of the morning rush. Some 
87.5 percent of all Tower 
Transit’s routes had none 
either. 

The workers have many 
issues with boss Neil Smith, 
especially his attitude towards 
their union reps. 

After his abusive behaviour 
during their strike two weeks 
ago, many want a personal 
apology. “He came to the 
picket and was aggressive and 
intimidating,” said Rani. 

Smith called drivers 
“bastards” and a Unite rep 
“full of shit”. 

Smith said it was a problem 
that the bus workers are an 
“immigrant workforce that 
you have to train”. But one 
striker quipped, “Look at your 
uneducated immigrants now— 
we’ve stopped the buses.” 

Talks with the company 
have produced “nothing”, one 
rep said. Workers are pressing 
ahead with another walkout 
on Monday. 


Send solidarity messages to 
hanafi.unite@gmail.com 
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Racists gain 
in regional 


election in 
Germany 


The right wing is turning people’s 
anger at the establishment against 
refugees, argues Dave Sewell 


THE RACIST Alternative for 
Germany (AfD) party beat 
chancellor Angela Merkel’s con- 
servative CDU into third place in 
a regional election last weekend. 

The AfD won 21 percent, ahead 
of the CDU’s 19 percent, in the 
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania 
region. A higher turnout of 61 per- 
cent went mainly to the AfD, which 
was standing in the north eastern 
region for the first time. 

The Labour-type SPD kept 
roughly the same number of votes, 
but its share fell from 36 percent 
to 31 percent. It runs the regional 
government and is part of Merkel’s 
coalition. 

Support for radical left party 
Die Linke fell from 18 percent to 
13 percent. 

The fascist party NPD’s support 
halved to 3 percent, as the AfD hoo- 
vered up some of its support. 

The AfD began as a mainly right 
wing Eurosceptic party. But it is 
increasingly focused on attack- 
ing refugees and Muslims and has 
organised street demonstrations. 


Capital 

Its latest success follows major 
gains for the AfD in other regional 
elections this year, with more 
expected in the capital Berlin on 
25 September. 

But around 6,000 anti-racists 
marched in Berlin last Saturday 
to oppose its rise. Die Linke MP 
Christine Buchholz hailed the dem- 
onstration, which was called by 
Aufstehen gegen Rassismus (Stand 
Up to Racism). 

The AfD is the main beneficiary 
of the German right’s attempt to 
turn anger at the establishment 
against refugees. 

Merkel has tried to hold together 
the European Union’s (EU) brutal 
response to the refugee crisis. It 
involves sending armed border 
guards to Greece and bribing 
Turkey’s government to take 
deported refugees. At the same time 
Merkel has had to defend accepting 
refugees into Germany last year. 

This was partly because refugees 


BACK STORY 


The Alternative for Germany 
party (AfD) made gains ina 
regional election last weekend 


@The racist party pushed 
chancellor Angela Merkel’s Tory 
CDU into third place 

@The AfD has grown out 

of the mainstream parties’ 
scapegoating of refugees 
@There is anger against the 
establishment and austerity 
@But the left has failed to shape 
this anger and left the field open 
for the AfD to build on it instead 


were already pouring into Germany 
and thousands of Germans were 
welcoming them. Racists, including 
former Merkel allies, seized on the 
government’s hypocrisy. 

This cemented a distrust of the 
political establishment, which has 
also presided over the Eurozone 
crisis and falling living standards. 

Forces on the left have failed 
to shape this anger. The SPD 
and Greens have allied with the 
CDU and are seen as part of the 
establishment. 

That’s less true of Die Linke, but 
some leading figures have not une- 
quivocally stood with refugees and 
Muslims. 

Die Linke co-leader Sahra 
Wagenknecht last month said that 
welcoming refugees was “harder 
than Merkel would have us believe”. 

This feeds the racists instead of 
challenging them. 

Wagenknecht has faced a back- 
lash inside the party. Die Linke 
activists have been central to organ- 
ising refugee solidarity and launch- 
ing Aufstehen gegen Rassismus. 

There is an urgent need for deter- 
mined opposition before the AfD 
consolidates its gains like the fascist 
Front National has in France. 


On other pages... 
Ly Poison Apples—Apple’s tax scam 
in Ireland >>Pages 14&15 
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SOME 6,000 anti-racists marched through Berlin last Saturday 


INDIA 


General strike brings India to a halt 


MILLIONS OF workers in India 
joined a one-day general strike 
last Friday. 

The right wing media has 
been quick to report that it’s 
“business as usual”. But in states 
such as Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, 
and Tripura, the strike brought 
about a near total shutdown. 

Buses, auto rickshaws, and 
trains were paralysed as striking 
workers blocked roads and 
railway tracks. As a result, many 
schools, colleges and offices also 
closed. 

The strike was called by 
nearly all of the country’s trade 
union federations against prime 
minister Narendra Modi’s labour 


policies. In particular the unions 
oppose proposed “reforms” 
that will remove basic legal 
protection from huge numbers 
of workers. 

In Kolkata, the state capital of 
West Bengal, thousands marched 


been hit hard. The All India Coal 
Workers Federation general 
secretary DD Ramanadan said, 
“Dispatch, production and 
transport of coal have come to a 
standstill.” 

In the Gurgaon-Manesar- 


FIGURE IT OUT 


900,000 


barrels of oil will be transported 
daily by the North Dakota 
Access pipeline if it is completed 


40 billion 


is the estimated number of 
barrel’s held in North Dakota’s 
Bakken formation, which US oil 
companies are desperate to gain 
easier access to 


along railway lines. They 
brought an attempt to run scab 


trains to a swift end. 


Defiant 


In the capital New Delhi 
over 1,000 nurses started 
an indefinite strike. Police 
manhandled many of the 
strikers, but they remained 


defiant. 


Some heavy industry has also 


threat. 


Bawal industrial region, near 
New Delhi, many car factories 
came to a standstill. 

Some reports suggest an 
uneven response to the strike, 
but it clearly caused major 
disruption. If unions continue 
to make common cause with 
non-unionised workers and 
students, they could turn a day 
of opposition into a far greater 


Sioux protests take on big oil 


PROTESTERS stepped 
up their action against 
a new oil pipeline in 
North Dakota last 
Saturday. 

It threatens access 
to clean water for 
millions and has 
meant the destruction 
of Native American 
tribal burial grounds 
at the Standing Rock 
reservation. 

Building company 
Energy Transfer 
Partners (ETP) has 


faced opposition from 
the Sioux, members 
from nearly 100 other 
tribes and other 
supporters. 

Protesters clashed 
with developers last 
Saturday. 

Sioux spokesperson 
Steve Sitting Bear 
said that six people 
were bitten by 
security dogs and 
30 pepper-sprayed. 

The company 
had excavated a two 


mile-long stretch of 
land which contains 
ancient burial sites. 

Tribal chair David 
Archambault II said, 
“In one day, our 
sacred land has been 
turned into hollow 
ground.” 

The pipeline will 
make it easier to 
extract oil from the 
nearby Bakken region. 

The environmental 
impact will be 
devastating. 
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Burkini ban 
Is racism by 
the state 


FLYING A plane, driving a 
train and now sitting on the 
beach. 

All these are now 
unacceptable things for 
Muslims to do according to 
Easyjet, the Sun newspaper 
and 13 French 
municipalities. 

Well, we sat on Brighton 
beach last week where 
several Muslim families 
were enjoying the sea, sun 
and sand. 

We sat in deckchairs 
fully clothed. 

We were neither 
removed nor fined for lack 
of appropriate swimwear. 
We had no intention of 
swimming or even 
paddling. 

The “burkini” ban has 
nothing to do with the right 
not to be religious. It is 
sexist but above all racist 
and aimed only at Muslims. 

One mayor backtracked 
when challenged, absurdly 
claiming that the ban also 
applied to nuns. 

Making a woman strip 
off in public is in no way 
liberating. 

The result was a torrent 
of abuse and hatred from 
some onlookers though 
others openly expressed 
their dismay. 

Once fascist states made 
women cover up on the 
beach. Now in France 
Muslim women can no 
longer sit on the beach in 
their dress of choice. 

If necessary we shall 
have to take direct action. 
The protests so far have 
made the French courts 
hesitate. 

United we can beat the 
“burkini” ban and challenge 
Islamophobia. 

Rabia Rahim and 
Andrew Smith 
South London 


| was tortured and put 
in prison for being gay 


LIKE GIDEON (letters, 17 
August) I cannot go back 
to Cameroon because of 
my sexuality. When I was 
22 I was detained there 
after being caught with my 
partner. I got locked up 
and never saw him again. 
Every day I was tortured. 

I was only released on 
the grounds that I was 
never to be seen with a 
man. I had no choice. I 
accepted. 

When I was released I 
couldn’t go back to school. 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW 


i SAIP NeT To MAKE 
THE Aigqaws Too 
OBViICVs ‘ 


Huge debt puts off working 


Class peo 


I’M 18 and about to start a 
Bachelors degree. I’m also from a 
working class family in the North, 
that huge part of England the 
government doesn’t seem to know 
exists. 

After my degree I will also be in 
over £50,000 of debt just like 
hundreds of thousands of other 
students. This is unacceptable. 

An “investment in your future” 
should mean you have one worth 
investing in. But the reality is I 
could go to university and never 
have a guarantee of a good future. 

Students should be entitled to a 
high standard of education 
without putting them in over 
£50,000 worth of debt. 

Now some universities are 
raising their fee to £9,250 a year. 


My dad didn’t want me in 
his house. 

I was arrested again and 
was detained for ten days 
and constantly tortured. 

When I came to Britain 
my mother told me the 


Still paying 
for PFl scam 


THE SCOTTISH govern- 
ment has been boasting 
about “improvement” on 
Britain’s Public Finance 
Initiative (PFI) system. 
PFI was originally 
designed to construct 


Working class students and 
families can rarely afford this huge 
amount of debt 

Most of my friends do not see 
the point in going, and I half- 
heartedly agree. 

Why would you put yourself in 
debt for the “chance” at a better 
future when there is the option of 
apprenticeships? 

They will pay you to get an 
education and have useful 
workplace experience. 

They could even get you a 
career. 

The huge amount of debt that 
comes saddled with a degree will 
also continue eradicating the 
hopes and dreams of working class 
prospective students, which is a 
horrifying thought to me. 


ple from studying 


The government values the 
profits of companies and the 
profits of war over the futures of 
coming generations. 

I cannot comprehend how a 
person can rate profit over 
opportunity. 

The £60 billion we spend on 
machines of death could be spent 
on better things like the NHS. 

For the solution I look toward 
leaders like Jeremy Corbyn who 
can put their foot down, turn away 
from big business and say, “The 
future belongs to the young.” 

Everyone should enjoy an 
education packed with opportunity 
and discovery, without having to 
worry about any debt. 

Mark Attwood 
Morecambe 


Edinburgh. It is no wonder 
that this policy has been 
labelled as the privatisation 
of the public sector. 
Capitalism has struck again. 
But it gets worse. It has 
been revealed that more 
than 200 schools are at 
least partly owned by 
offshore investment funds. 
Stakes in a PFI can be 
sold and traded on a 
“secondary” market. And 
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authorities had issued a 
warrant for my arrest. 

I want the world to 
know what I went 
through. 

Valerie Ngwa Niba 
London 


Listen to an interview with 
Valerie at bit.ly/2bGQwEc 


essential public buildings 
using private capital via an 
agreement with 
contractors. Councils 
would pay a monthly 
fee—actually interest—for 
the service. 

It was described as a 
humanitarian exercise— 


Edinburgh’s PFI deal exposed 


the school goes up, the 
community get involved, 
work is created, training 
schemes are provided. 

But the council pays a 
“fee” of £5 million a month 
for 17 schools in 


those who buy these stakes 
have a guaranteed steady 
income from the councils. 
So much for the non- 

profit-making community 
service offered by the local 
bodies in charge. 

Mona Clark 

Dundee 


Socialist Worker 


Justa 
thought... } 


Purge the 
Labour right 


WE SHOULD purge all 
these right wing, bought 
and paid for Labour MPs. 

They have never 
served the people. 

They are only there 
to serve themselves and 
their paymasters. They 
should all resign. 

Martyn Meacham 

on Facebook 


Does Smith 
measure up? 


FOR SOMEBODY who 
worked in PR and the 
BBC, Owen Smith sure 
makes a lot of gaffes. 
Paul Liptrott 
on Facebook 


We can defy 
anti-union law 


SOLIDARITY TO Royal 
Mail workers who 
took unofficial action 
in Swindon (Socialist 
Worker, 31 August) 

Their walkout shows 
it’s possible to defy Tory 
anti-union laws and win. 

Jessica Robinson 
Hexham 


The great 
NHS heist 


IN A radio interview 

Dr Bob Gill of the 
National Health Action 
Party said the NHS is 
being dismantled so that 
Britain can be prepared 
for a US-style insurance 
system. 

The Tories are 
speeding up their plans 
with a big financial 
onslaught on hospitals 
and radical cuts 
elsewhere. 

Health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt’s technique 
with the NHS mirrors 
the Tory technique in 
privatising the railways, 
and we can see the 
results today. 

Sybil Ashton 
London 


Socialism 
from below 


INTERESTING article on 
Labour’s Clause 4 last 
week (Socialist Worker, 
31 August). 

Clause 4 implied that 
socialism is something to 
be handed down to the 
working class from above. 
In fact, real socialism can 
only be socialism from 
below. 

Workers have to 
secure for themselves the 
common ownership and 
democratic control of the 
means of production. 

Phil Webster 
Whalley 
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FEATURE 


New Tory plans to ‘centralise’ health 
services are masking a fresh round 
of cuts to the health service. But 

a funding crisis means the NHS 

is already under severe strain— 

and disaster could be just around 
the corner, as health workers told 
Tomas Tengely-Evans 


HE SUSPENSION of the 
junior doctors’ strike has 
given the government a 
breathing space. 
But the crisis of the 
health service will not 
easily go away. 

Years of underfunding, rampant 
privatisation and the cuts in councils’ 
social care budgets have pushed the 
NHS to breaking point. 

Amy is an ambulance worker in 
north east London. “Normally the 
summer brings some respite for the 
NHS—but not this year,” she told 
Socialist Worker. “All NHS workers are 
really under pressure at the moment.” 

The Tories’ assault means that 
health workers face rocketing 
workloads, don’t take their breaks 
and regularly work beyond their 
hours. This is the experience of health 
workers right across the NHS. 

There is a widespread sense of 
chaos, workers pushed beyond their 
limits and an inevitable crisis in the 
care provided. 

Claire is a Unison union member 
at the Whittington Hospital in north 
London. “Everything is about saving 
money,” she told Socialist Worker. 
“But morale is low, stress is high and 
patient care is really suffering. 

“We just don’t have the nursing 
staff that’s needed—if one nurse is 
off sick, that causes a big problem on 
the wards straight away.” 

Amy added, “It can be very demor- 
alising seeing the way patients 
struggle to get the help they need, 
whether that is medical or social care. 

“We were called to a woman who 
had fallen and broken her hip. She 
was lying on the floor in pain for two 
hours waiting for an ambulance. 

“Sadly this is not unusual.” 

Health care isn’t just about admin- 
istering drugs, it’s about addressing 
all aspects of patients’ needs and con- 
cerns. But Tory funding cuts and a 

spiralling staff- 
ing crisis, 
» fuelled by 


i 
NHS workers are at breaking point 


poverty pay and rocketing workloads, 
are making that harder and harder. 

Philippa, a junior doctor in north 
east England, said “I’ve just come 
from a general practice placement, 
where the service was under massive 
strain. 

“There just weren’t enough staff to 
cope with the number of patients that 
needed to be seen.” 

Philippa explained what this can 
means for patient care. “In general 
practice you only have ten minutes 
to see patients,” she said. 

“Tf the time slot runs over, the next 
person won’t have enough time. 

“That situation doesn’t help 
anyone—it leaves the doctor frazzled 
and the patient will probably feel that 
they haven’t talked through all their 
problems. It also means there’s more 
potential for mistakes.” 

The number of unfilled nursing 
posts shot up by 50 percent from 
12,513 to 18,714 between 2013 and 
2015. In London alone there are 
10,000 unfilled nursing places. 

During the same period the 
number of unfilled doctors posts 
increased by 60 percent from 2,907 
to 4,669. 


Queuing 

At Chorley hospital in Lancashire 
health campaigners are hold- 
ing weekly protests against the 
downgrading of the accident and 
emergency (A&E) department. It 
was “temporarily” downgraded to an 
“urgent care service” due to a short- 
age of junior doctors. 

Pete Smith, a Unison member at 
the hospital said, “The nearby A&E 
departments, such as Preston, are 
struggling. 

“We’ve seen an increase in patients 
but there’s not enough room for 
them—so that means ‘creating extra 
beds’. That’s why people are treated 
in corridors or seen queuing up in 
ambulances outside the hospital.” 

This recruitment crisis will only get 
worse if Hunt imposes the new con- 
tract. St George’s Medical School in 
south London went through “clear- 
ing” to fill medical student places for 
the first time this year. 

Philippa said, “There aren’t many 
people that I graduated with who’ve 
gone into speciality training—a lot 


work abroad. Some only went for a 
year but are now applying for work 
visas.” 

She added, “When I was work- 

ing in Sunderland, they were 

searching for nurses in Spain 

and the Philippines because 
there weren’t enough.” 

While the staffing crisis 

means services can’t cope 

' with the number of 

f patients, the cuts 
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Morale is low, 
stress is high and 
patient care is 
really suffering 
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HUNDREDS OF people marched through Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, last Sunday against hospital cuts 


in social care make a bad situation 
much worse. 

There aren’t enough social care 
packages, which are agreed between 
hospitals and local authorities, to 
discharge patients safely and at the 
appropriate time. 

The lack of social care and primary 
care services, based in the commu- 
nity, is also pushing up the number 
of people going to hospital. 

Salena, a mental health nurse in 
Bristol, told Socialist Worker, “We’ve 
had a massive increase in suicide and 
self-harm admissions during the last 
three years. That’s because local ser- 
vices have collapsed. 

“There aren’t day hospitals for 
people to go to get help, so their con- 
dition is left to get worse and worse 
until it reaches crisis point. 
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“They're left with no other option 
but to go to A&E.” 

Amy added, “More desperate 
people with mental health issues are 
forced to rely on ambulance services 
when they are in crisis. 

“We all do our best, but this is not 
the specialised care these patients 
need.” 

The junior doctors’ dispute is just 
the thin end of the wedge. 

The Tories’ real aim is to smash 
health workers’ pay and conditions, 
break apart the NHS and soften it up 
for further privatisation. 

Claire said, “The doctors are 
important for us because the gov- 
ernment will come after nurses, por- 
ters—everyone—if the junior doctors 
lose. The Tories will push through 
even more attacks on the NHS.” 


New Tory plan to slash 
cash will bash patients 


THE TORIES’ new “transformation 
and sustainability plans” (STPs) 
will axe hospital departments and 
services across England. 

The STP for Barts Health NHS 
Trust, in north east London, gives 
a snapshot of the devastation that 
is threatened across England. 

Jim Fagan from Waltham Forest 
Save Our NHS told Socialist 
Worker, “If it goes through, we'll 
be facing significant cuts to 
hospital services that are already 
under pressure. 

“That’s obviously going to 
hit patients, who live in quite a 
deprived area.” 

He added, “A lot of the new 
structures the plan would put 
in place will make it easier for 
private companies to come in.” 

The plan’s detail gives the lie 
to the Tories’ claim that it’s about 
improving patient care. The 
Transforming Services Together 
document projects that north east 
London’s population will grow by 
270,000 over the next 15 years. 

The Waltham Forest and 
Newham campaigns have said 
in the next ten years this would 
require hundreds more hospital 
beds and GPs. 

They also anticipate a 
million more GP appointments 
and 92,000 additional A&E 
attendances. But the STP wants 
to slash the number of outpatient 
appointments by 180,000. The 
number of GPs in north east 


London is also projected to 
plummet substantially. 

The Tories argue that 
“centralising” patient care will 
improve clinical outcomes. While 
some procedures have better 
outcomes in bigger hubs, the full 
scale plans will do serious damage 
to patient care. 

The real aim is to slash between 
£104 million and £165 million 
over five years. Hospital 
departments rely on one another. 
So losing some specialist units at 
hospitals will impact on services 
such as A&E and maternity. 


Complex 

The STP itself acknowledges that 
the “consolidation of services” 
could undermine the quality of 
emergency and maternity care. 

Patients can arrive at A&E with 
more life-threatening problems 
that require “complex surgery”. 

A patient can arrive with 
acute stomach pain, but then be 
diagnosed with appendicitis. 

Time is critical but the patient 
would have to be transferred—if 
their appendix ruptures in that 
transfer time they could die. 

If a pregnant woman 
undergoing a caesarean suffered a 
bowel injury, she would have to be 
transferred to the Royal London to 
see the surgeon. 

The Tories latest plans are 
a danger to patients—and the 
future of the NHS. 
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Why Socialist Worker Is 
asking for your money 


WANT you to give Socialist 
Worker £125,000. Not you 
as an individual (although 
you are welcome to do so if 
you wish) but you the readers of 
Socialist Worker collectively. 

We need a clear socialist voice 
more than ever. Capitalism offers 
us war, racism, poverty and 
climate change disasters. 

But there is also serious 
resistance across the globe. 

In its printed paper and on its 
website, Socialist Worker seeks 
to provide the arguments and the 
analysis that activists need. It is a 
weapon for fighting the particular 
battles and also the struggle for a 
future where people come before 
profit. 

Our paper is for workers and 
students and people in struggle. 
We seek to be the voice of those 
whose views are squeezed out by 
the millionaire-controlled media. 

We are unashamedly on the side 
of Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
against the Tories, big business, 
most of the media and the Labour 
right. 

Socialist Worker makes 
a difference. Every week it 
highlights the stories and issues 
that most of the media sidelines 
and marginalises. And sometimes 
we can exclusively reveal material. 

Our revelations about the 
government’s plans for the Trade 
Union Act were used across the 
union movement, quoted by 
much of the mainstream media— 
and mentioned in the House of 
Commons. 

Socialist Worker’s story in 
July about zero hours contracts 
at a franchise of Kentucky Fried 
Chicken forced the firm to say 
it had taken action and would 
eliminate the contracts. 

Our coverage of the struggle 
against blacklisting and for justice 
for the victims of Hillsborough 
showed consistent and dogged 
determination to support those 
fighting back and amplify their 
message of resistance. 

We have run interviews 
with people across the Labour 
and trade union movement 
enabling a deeper debate about 


The Socialist Worker ‘Appeal will guarantee the future of your paper | 


Few news sources 
can be relied on to 
be on the side of 
workers and the 
oppressed 


the challenges ahead, and the 
opportunities for socialists flowing 
from the rise of Corbyn. 

We stand with strikers and 
refugees when the mainstream 
press stand against them. 

In the last year Socialist Worker 
has sent journalists to the Calais 
refugee camp, to the front line 
of struggle in Greece, to report 
directly from the inspiring battles 
by French workers and to strikes 
and protests across Britain. 

We have greatly extended our 
online coverage and our social 
media presence. This has enabled 
us to reach thousands more people 
every week. 

There are a million news 
sources accessible to people across 
the globe. But there are precious 
few that are not controlled by 


the corporations or governments. 
There are not many that can be 
consistently relied on to tell the 
truth and to be always on the 
side of the working class and the 
oppressed. 

Socialist Worker cuts through 
the lies and the froth. 

We will never have backing 
from the multinationals and will 
always side with those resisting 
the system. 

Socialist Worker punctures the 
pomposity of the rich and works 
to build the fightbacks that are the 
real source of our strength. 

We want to maintain and 
develop our paper and website, 
to cover every strike and protest 
and picket line, to report on every 
struggle. 

That needs your support. I am 
asking you to make your own 
donation and to encourage your 
union branch or campaign or your 
workmates to donate as well. 

Every pound will strengthen a 
socialist paper at the heart of the 
resistance. You are playing a role 
in popularising the real solutions 
to the waste and cruelty of 
capitalism and laying the basis for 
overcoming it. 

Thank you, 


Charlie Kimber 
editor, Socialist Worker 
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Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7840 5600 


WHAT WE 
STAND FOR 


These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
WWw.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information 


BRANCH MEETINGS 
Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 
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ABERDEEN 

Spain 1936—revolution 
and civil war 

Wed 14 Sep, 6pm, 
Belmont Cinema Cafe, 
49 Belmont St, 
AB101JS 

BARNSLEY 

Who was Trotsky? 

Thu 15 Sep, 6.30pm, 
YMCA, 

Blucher St, 

S70 1AP 
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE 
Joe Hill, Big Bill Haywood 
and the Wobblies 

Wed 14 Sep, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre, 
38/40 Holloway Circus, 
B11EQ 

BOLTON 

The great housing crisis 
Thu 15 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club, 

16 Wood St, 

BL11DY 

BRADFORD 

From Orgreave to 
Hillsborough to child 
sexual exploitation—what 
is the role of the police? 
Thu 15 Sep, 7pm, 

Glyde House, 

Little Horton Lane, 

BD5 0BQ 

BRIGHTON 

Spain 1936—revolution 
and civil war 

Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brighthelm Centre, 

North Rd, 

BN11YD 

BRISTOL 

British capitalism — 
where is it heading? 
Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
YHA, 

14 Narrow Quay, 
BS14QA 

BURNLEY 

Why won’t the trade 
union leaders fight? 
Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 

Red Triangle Cafe, 

160 St. James's St, 
BB111NR 

CARDIFF 
Immigration—the myths 
they use to divide us 
Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Central Perk Cafe, 

2 Donald St,CF244TQ 
CHELMSFORD 

Can Corbyn beat the 
establishment? 

Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, 

CM12QL 

CHESTERFIELD 

The golden years of Labour 
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library, 

New Beetwell St, 

S40 1QN 

COVENTRY 

The anti-union laws— how 
they were beaten in the 
past and lessons for today 
Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre, 

159 Spon St, CV1 3BB 
DONCASTER 

Junior doctors and the 
fight for the NHS 

Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre, 

21 Cleveland St, 
DN13EH 

DUNDEE 

Turkey and the coup 
Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action, 
10 Constitution Rd, 
DD11LL 

EDINBURGH 

Police, corruption 

and cover ups 

Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 

7 Victoria St, 

EH12JL 


BOOKMARKS 


the socialist bookshop 


020 7637 1848 @ bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 


ESSEX 

Black Lives Matter — 
Marxism and the fight 
against racism 

Thu 6 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL 
EXETER 

The lost revolution— 
Germany 1918 to 1923 
Thu 15 Sep, 6.30pm, 
New Horizon Cafe, 

47 Longbrook St, 

EX4 6AW 

GLASGOW 

What would a future 
socialist society look like? 
Thu 15 Sep, 7pm, 
Avant Garde, 

33-44 King St, 

G15QT 

HARLOW 

Who was Trotsky? 
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
1 Church Leys, 

CM18 6BX 
HUDDERSFIELD 

How do we fight 
against racism? 

Wed 14 Sep, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade, 
HD15JP 

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 
Who was LeonTrotsky? 
Thu 15 Sep, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore 
Education Centre, 

2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS3 1AD 

LEICESTER 

Arebel’s guide to Trotsky 
Wed 14 Sep, 7pm, 
LGBT Centre, 

15 Wellington St, 
LE16HH 

LIVERPOOL 

Defend the NHS— 
can the Tories destroy 
the welfare state? 
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Caledonia, 

22 Caledonia St, 
L77DX 


LONDON: BRENT AND HARROW 
The coup in Turkey 

and its aftermath 

Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 

The Pepperpot Centre, 
laThorpe Close, 
Ladbroke Grove, 
W105XL 

LONDON: BRIXTON 
Lessons of the 1973 
coup in Chile 

Wed 14 Sep, 7pm, 

Vida Walsh Centre, 

2b Saltoun Rd, 

SW2 1EP 

LONDON: EALING 

Why is capitalism 
addicted to fossil fuels? 
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 


West London Trade Union Club, 


33-35 High St, 

Acton, W3 6ND 

LONDON: HACKNEY 
Arebel’s guide to Malcolm X 
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 0PU 
LONDON: HARINGEY 
Arebel’s guide to Trotsky 
Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 

St John Vianney Church Hall, 
386 West Green Rd, 

N15 3QH 

LONDON: ISLINGTON 
Hinkley Point—is 

nuclear power a force 

for good or evil? 

Thu 15 Sep, 7pm, 

The Old Fire Station, 

84 Mayton St, N7 6QT 
LONDON: KINGSTON 

Who was LeonTrotsky? 
Thu 15 Sep, 7pm, 

Kingston Quaker Centre, 
Fairfield East, 

KT12PT 
LONDON:LEWISHAM 

Can change come 
through parliament? 

Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 

West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 

141 Greenwich High Rd, 
SE108JA 


LONDON: NEWHAM 

Why we don’t like 
Mondays— Marx’s 
theory of alienation 

Wed 14 Sep, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove, 

E15 1HP 

LONDON: SOUTHWARK 
Crime,class and corruption 
Thu 15 Sep, 7pm, 

Room 6, 

Peckham Pulse, 

SE155QN 
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST 
Islamophobia, the burkini 
ban and a woman’s 

right to choose 

Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House, 

la Jewel Rd, E17 4QU 
LUTON 

Black Lives Matter—race, 
class and revolt in the US 
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Stockwood Hotel, 

41-43 Stockwood Crescent, 
LU13SS 

MANCHESTER: CHORLTON 
Is the media all powerful? 
Wed 14 Sep, 7pm, 

Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room), 

Barlow Moor Rd, M21 8BF 
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE 
Syria—revolution, counter 
revolution and civil war 
Thu 15 Sep, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St, M2 5NS 
MANCHESTER:LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME 

US Elections—is Hillary 
Clinton the lesser evil? 
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Inspire, 

747 Stockport Rd, 

193AR 

MEDWAY 

Who was Leon Trotsky? 
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Nucleus Arts Centre 
(Conference Room), 

272 High St, 

E44BP 


FIGHTING 
ON ALL 
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FRONTS 


NEWCASTLE 

Was there a golden 

age for Labour? 

Thu 15 Sep, 7pm, 
Broadacre House, 

Market St, 

NE16HQ 

NORWICH 

Arebel’s guide to Trotsky 
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 

Johnson Place, 

NR22SA 

NOTTINGHAM 

Arebel’s guide to Trotsky 
Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
International 

Community Centre, 

61b Mansfield Rd, 
NG13FN 

OXFORD 

Defend the NHS— 

can the Tories destroy 
the welfare state? 

Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Restore, 

Manzil Way (off Cowley Rd), 
OX41YH 

POOLE 

The burkini ban and the 
rise of Islamophobia 
Mon 10 Oct, 7.30pm, 
Butler & Hops, 

88 High St, BH15 1DB 
PORTSMOUTH 

The Tories and the NHS— 
how do we fight back? 
Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown 

Community Centre, 

River’s St, P05 4EZ 
ROTHERHAM 

Jeremy Corbyn,the 
Labour Party and the 
struggle for socialism 
Wed 14 Sep, 7pm, 

Talbot Lane Methodist 
Church Centre, 

Moorgate St, S60 2EY 
SOUTHAMPTON 

Arebel’s guide to Trotsky 
Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall, 
Devonshire Rd, 

S015 2GY 


SWANSEA 

Marxism and ecology 
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, 

SA2 OBP 

TELFORD 

After the leadership battle — 
where next for Corbyn 
and the Labour Party 
Thu 29 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Carriages, 

The Parade, 
Wellington, TF1 1PY 
WAKEFIELD 

Capitalism in crisis— 
was Marx right? 

Wed 14 Sep, 7pm, 
Lightwaves Centre, 
Lower York St, WF1 3LJ 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

AND WALSALL 

What did Trotsky stand for? 
Thu 15 Sep, 7.30pm, 
The Royal Hotel, 
Ablewell St, 

WS12EL 

YORK 

Sylvia Pankhurst,a 
revolutionary life 

Wed 14 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel, 

4 Fawcett St, 

YO104A 


{ MOMENT} 


DORCHESTER 

After the contest — 
Corbyn and socialism 
Mon 10 Oct, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club, 

Colliton Park, 

DT11XJ 

Organised by Dorset Socialists 
LONDON 

Cable Street 80th 
Anniversary march 

Sun 9 Oct, 12 noon, 

Altab Ali Park, 

Adler St, 

Organised by Cable Steet 80 
NATIONAL 

Refugees Welcome 

Here 2016 

Sat 17 Sep, 12.30pm, 
Park Lane, London 
Unwelcome Tory Conference 
to Birmingham 2016 
Birmingham, 

Sun 2 Oct, 12 noon, 

Stand Up to Racism 
Conference 

Sat 8 Oct, 10am, 

Friends House, 

173-177 Euston Rd, 
London, NW1 2BJ 

ISJ dayschool— 
Marxism and Nature 

Sat 15 Oct, 10.30am, 
Central London, 

WC2E 9RZ 

A one-day conference 
hosted by the International 
Socialism journal 

United for Education 
national demonstration 
Wed 19 Oct, 10am, 
Central London, 

WC2E 9RZ 

Called by the NUS and 
UCU union 

Educational trip to 
Krakow & Auschwitz 
Thu 3 Nov-Mon7 Nov 
Organised by Unite 
Against Fascism and Love 
Music Hate Racism 

Go to uaf.org.uk 
SCOTLAND 

Marxism in Scotland 2016 
Sat 29 Oct, 10am, 
Renfield St Stephen’s, 
260 Bath St, Glasgow G2 4JP 
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The state gets vicious When 
Two Worlds Collide in Peru 


A gripping new documentary film on the struggle of indigenous people in the 
Amazon rainforest shows the savagery of capitalism, writes Raymie Kiernan 


ALBERTO PIZANGO and 51 others 
have been on trial for the last two 
years in Peru charged with rebellion, 
sedition, murder and conspiracy 
against the state. 

They face life in jail for their part in 
a movement against the pillage of the 
Amazon rainforest by multinationals 
and Peru’s government. 

New documentary film When Two 
Worlds Collide is the gripping story 
of that resistance. It closely follows 
Alberto, a leading indigenous activist 
in Peru. 

The tensions at the heart of the 
battle are clear. Alberto insists “the 
earth is borrowed—it’s not given to 
you to do what you please. We must 
hand it to the future generations in 
even better condition.” 

Many of his neighbours suffer lead 
and cadmium poisoning from an oil 
spill, which contaminated the water 
supply. 

The villain is former president 
Alan Garcia. He strikes a free trade 
deal with the US in 2007 and urges 
bosses to “bring your factories here. 
Come!” 


Land 


This rapacious capitalist “develop- 
ment” is a threat to indigenous people 
and new laws undermine their collec- 
tive rights to the land they live on. 

Garcia calls them “savage” and 
their rights a “waste”, his racism 
barely disguised. 

The state rides roughshod over 
indigenous rights and Garcia 
attempts to whip up the rest of 
society against them. 

But Alberto is a powerful advocate 
and is more than a match for Garcia. 

“The accumulation of money 
and wealth—we call that kind of 


THE STRUGGLE against the plunder of the Amazon has mobilised thousands in Peru 


development ‘savage’,” Alberto 
said. “Why isn’t Alan Garcia selling 
his palace? Let him extract oil from 
there,” he tells a public meeting in 
the Amazon as the resistance builds 
to Garcia. 

Politicians attempt to draw Alberto 
into their world. But he cuts a 
principled figure. And, as he repeats 
often, he is not the leader but the 
mouthpiece for the struggle of 
indigenous people—they make the 
decisions. 

Their only demand is to repeal the 


laws and they insist the 50-day road 
blocks across the Amazon won’t be 
lifted until it is met. 

Promises are reneged on and par- 
liamentary manoeuvres are quickly 
followed by police violence as the 
state moves to “restore order”. 

This results in a bloody confron- 
tation in 2009 at a remote, scrubby 
expanse called Devil’s Curve, where 
the Andean foothills meet the 
Amazon jungle. 

Some 150 indigenous people were 
wounded and ten killed—but so were 


23 police officers in the two-day 
battle that ensued. In another dra- 
matic response to the state killings 
38 cops are taken hostage. 

Alberto has to flee as he is blamed 
as the “instigator” but later returns to 
continue the struggle. 

When Two Worlds Collide is on 
limited release, which is a shame as 
it deserves to be seen by a wide audi- 
ence. As Alberto warns, “The ambi- 
tion to exploit every single natural 
resource is blinding humanity.” 

For screenings see bit.ly/2bymp37 


The “good guys’ are more brutal in a darker Narcos 


NARCOS, SEASON 2 
Netflix 
netflix.com 


THE STORY of Colombian 
drug lord Pablo Escobar 
and those who pursue him 
gets darker in this superior 
new season. 

Narcos trades on the 
classic gangster genre. 
A fictional account of 
real life, it is brutal, 
terrifying and increasingly 
claustrophobic. It bears 
more than a passing 
resemblance to the Francis 
Ford Coppola classic The 


Godfather. As such, it poses 
uncomfortable questions. 
Here there are no heroes 
and villains, just deeply 
flawed characters. 

Escobar and his gang 
show no mercy to those 
they suspect of damaging 
their business interests. 

And the supposed good 
guys, US Drug Enforcement 
Agency agents Steve 
Murphy and Javier Pena, 
resort to appalling tactics. 

They make common 
cause with the fascistic 
police chief, Horacio 
Carrillo. He is recalled to 
launch a violent crackdown 
in Medellin’s ghettos where 


Netflix’s Pablo Escobar 


support for Escobar is 
unswerving. 

The barrio dwellers 
regard Escobar with a 
fondness they reserve 
for family. He built their 
homes and their schools— 
and provides many with 
employment. 

In a bid to instil fear 
among the locals, Carrillo 
will kill children and throw 
suspects from helicopters. 

It’s no giveaway to say 
his ruthless rule meets a 
bullet-ridden end. 

But this is no Robin 
Hood story. The morals 
of those killing cops are 
equally barbaric and 


Escobar’s men can never 
become the “good guys”. 

Narcos operates 
at different levels, so 
state intrigues combine 
with ever-present US 
imperialism to create both 
a sub-plot and a context. 

The US “war on drugs” 
emerges as a total failure. 

Many have criticised 
Narcos for gratuitous 
violence. I don’t believe it 
is possible to tell this story 
in any other way. 

True it is brutal, but few 
viewers will believe state 
violence is better than that 
of the gangs it pursues. 
Yuri Prasad 


INSIDE: ARTISTS AND 
WRITERS IN READING 
PRISON 

HM Prison Reading, Reading 
4 September—30 October 
artangel.org.uk/inside 


HM PRISON Reading opens 
for the first time to the 
public as artists, writers, 
and performers respond to 
its most notorious inmate, 
Oscar Wilde. 

At the now closed 
prison, the regime Wilde 
suffered under is explored 
through archives and new 
installations in the cells 
and corridors. It focuses 
on the pain of separation, 
the excruciatingly slow 
passage of time, betrayal, 
redemption, and love. 


In a Glasgow tenement, 1970 


SHELTER AT 50—NICK 
HEDGES PHOTOGRAPHY 
Birmingham and Manchester. 
More details bit.ly/2bZzA0I 


IN 1968, Nick Hedges was 
commissioned by charity 
Shelter to photograph the 
state of housing in Britain. 

He spent three years 
visiting some of the poorest 
and most deprived areas, 
helping fight the myth that 
only people on the streets 
are homeless. 

These free exhibitions 
also feature contemporary 
case studies in a bid to 
highlight the current 
housing crisis. 


Please support 


1917—Russia’s 
Red Year 


100th anniversary graphic 
novel by John Newsinger 
and Tim Sanders 


a 


Crowdfunding 
campaign 
Donate online at 
kek.st/2axNTa7 
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HE US computer 

firm Apple is at 

the centre of a 

storm over unpaid 

tax in Ireland. 

The European 
Union (EU) ruled that it owes 
£11 billion after paying a rate 
of just 0.005 percent or less 
in real tax. 

The state has already spent 
about £840,000 defending the 
status quo in relation to this EU 
investigation. Now it plans to 
spend even more public money 
to try and ensure that we don’t 
get the £11 billion. 

You couldn’t make it up. 
Ireland has an enormous crisis 
in public services and endemic 
low pay. You would think any 
government would jump at the 
chance for £11 billion. 

The Apple tax is being 
described as a “windfall”. It’s 
not—this is tax that should’ve 
been paid. It should be recouped 
and used for our services. 

To pursue that money would 
allow the government to lift the 
shocking burden of austerity 
that has been imposed. 

People Before Profit activists 
are on the streets demanding 
the government pursues the 
£11 billion. 

When they imposed water 
charges, property taxes and 
cutbacks politicians always 
said they had no choice because 
there was no money. 

People are furious, particularly 
the poor and those suffer- 
ing from the housing crisis or 
health service crisis, because 
that lie has been exposed. 

There is money. It has been 
siphoned away by corpora- 
tions with the government’s 
knowledge. 


Collusion 

This scandal confirms what the 
left in Ireland has said for years 
and the government consist- 
ently denied. The biggest and 
most profitable US multina- 
tionals based in Ireland were 
evading countless billions in tax 
with the collusion of the gov- 
ernment and tax authorities. 

Apple used the so-called 
“double Irish” tax structure to 
shift profits to imaginary head- 
quarters in a tax haven even 
though it was incorporated in 
Ireland. 

Using “double Irish” means 
firms can place their intellec- 
tual property in the tax haven 
and charge themselves royalties 
for using it. 

It was a clear scam and now 
they’ve been caught out. 

The Irish establishment—the 
current Fine Gael-led govern- 
ment but also Fianna Fail and 
the Labour Party—colluded 
with this “double Irish” tax 
cheat regime. 

They consistently 
closed ranks to protect the 
multinationals. 

In 2013 I put a motion to a 
special sub-committee on cor- 
porate tax. It called for Apple, 
Google, Facebook and others 
believed to use the double Irish 
tax scam to be brought in and 
interrogated. 

Fine Gael, Fianna Fail, 


HISTORY & THEORY (> 


The Irish government refuses to take tax 
off a giant corporation at the same time 
as imposing brutal austerity. This is an 
outrage—anzd it tells us a lot about how 
the system works, argues People Before 
Profit TD Richard Boyd-Barrett 


ae 
ee 


WA 


Irish finance minister 
Michael Noonan 


Labour and some right wing 
independents banded together 
to vote that down. They even 
voted to turn off the cameras 
so that the debate would not be 
seen by the public. 

The government says there 
is no benefit in pursuing the 
£11 billion unpaid tax from 
Apple. 

First it said the tax would 
have to go on the national debt. 
Even the EU said that’s not the 
case. Then Ireland’s minister for 
finance Michael Noonan said 


The state 
protects the 
wealth of a few 
from the many 
who produce it 


that to pursue the money, or to 
pursue the corporations gener- 
ally to pay more tax, “would be 
like eating the seed potatoes”. 

This unfortunate analogy 
summoned up images of the 
1840s, when reliance on a 
single crop produced a blight— 
and triggered the Irish Famine. 

Today the state puts all its 
eggs in the basket of foreign 
direct investment. 

The row underlines how the 
state protects the minority’s 
wealth from the majority who 


produce it. Its whole apparatus 
acts to organise affairs in the 
interests of the capitalist class. 

This is a government that will 
provide shelter to the corpora- 
tions but won’t provide shelter 
to the homeless in the streets 
and the 140,000 on the hous- 
ing list. 

The impact of austerity in 
Ireland has been staggering. 

But even before that the 
state effectively stopped build- 
ing council housing and entirely 
privatised the housing market. 

Some 250,000 privately 
owned homes lie empty, mainly 
in the hands of developers and 
vulture funds. 

These vultures make a kill- 
ing out of the crisis—and pay 
little or no tax under Ireland’s 
tax regime. 

The government brought 
in property-based tax reliefs 
specifically directed at real 
estate investment trusts and 
vulture funds. They then bought 
up property held by banks after 
the crash. 


Anger 

The EU shouldn’t be given any 
credit. It has been forced to 
do something because there 
is widespread public anger 
over tax evasion by the biggest 
multinationals. 

That’s expressed in the sup- 
port for Bernie Sanders in the 
US, the votes for the radical left 
in many parts of Europe and, 
indeed, the support for Jeremy 
Corbyn. 

The EU is conscious that 
there is a growing awareness 
that corporate tax evasion 
has helped create spectacular 
inequality and global poverty. 

So it feels like it has to do 
something. But this is also an 
example of the band of “hos- 
tile brothers” that Karl Marx 
described (see right). 

Capitalists are fighting 
among themselves for foreign 
investment. They were angry 
that the “double Irish” tax scam 
had allowed Ireland to get a dis- 
proportionate amount of this 
investment. 

The government’s plan to 
phase out the double Irish, 
while offering a tax break to 
firms that move their intellec- 
tual property to Ireland, has 
revealed the scale of wealth at 
play. 

GDP spiked by 26 percent 
in a year, while capital stock 
including intellectual property 
jumped up by more than seven 
times the usual rate. 

In the aftermath of the tax 
scam being exposed, there’s 
every likelihood that the next 
national demonstration against 
water charges on 17 September 
could be bigger. 

It will only fuel people’s 
determination to defeat the 
water charges—and the cruel 
austerity that’s been imposed. 

This is a milestone moment. 

Governments across the 
world are colluding with corpo- 
rations to rob people. It should 
steel our determination to resist 
a fundamentally rotten eco- 
nomic system that puts profit 
before everything else. 
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THE PRIME minister and chancellor tour a factory to promote British business 


All for one and none for all as 
swindlers divide up the spoils 


IG FIRMS complain 

about being 

burdened with tax 

by governments. 
Governments talk about 
being forced to keep taxes 
low or globalised firms will 
go somewhere else. 

But as the Apple case 
shows, states and bosses plot 
together. That’s because their 
interests are intertwined. 

The state isn’t neutral. 

In a society based on 
exploitation, it sides with the 
exploiters to fund its own 
bureaucracy and apparatus. 

Capitalists need the state 
too. 

They rely on public 
services to keep workers 
healthy and educated—and 
a police force to keep them 
in line. They need publicly 
funded infrastructure such 
as roads and electricity. 

This unity of interests 
is often expressed in close 
personal links between 
top business leaders and 
politicians or senior civil 
servants. Sometimes the 
same people move from one 
role to another. 

But rows over tax 
highlight the ruling class’s 
disunity as much as their 
unity. 

In his masterwork Capital, 
Karl Marx described “the 
antagonism between each 
individual capitalist’s 
interests and those of the 


capitalist class as a whole”. 

Sometimes competition 
“effects an operating 
fraternity of the capitalist 
class... so that each shares in 
the common loot” squeezed 
out of workers. 

But when there is a loss 
for the capitalist class to 
bear it can do the opposite. 
How much of the burden 
falls on any given boss or 
group of bosses “is decided 
by strength and cunning”. 

Instead of a fraternity, 
competition “becomes a fight 
among hostile brothers.” 

Marx was referring to 
economic crises, but the 
same tension applies to 
funding the state. 

Capitalists need to pay for 
this, so they club together 
through tax. But they would 
rather leave each other to 
foot the bill, so they each try 
to wriggle out of it. 

This competition also 
expresses itself on an 
international scale. Different 
states help different blocs of 
capitalists get the better of 
each other. 

The row between the 
EU and Ireland is one level 
of this. At another level it 
means devastating wars. 

Socialists campaign for 
making the rich pay their 
tax. But ultimately the only 
way to stop the systematic 
swindling is to overturn the 
swindlers’ society. 


The revolving door 
between big firms 
and government 
(above) wouldn’t 
have surprised 
Karl Marx (top) 


Private matters—how 
capitalism hides its hoard 
bit.ly/2bVRJYA 


a whopper of a tax wheeze 
bit.ly72cvSDAh 


The state and capitalism | Phone 020 7637 1848 
today by Chris Harman or go to 
isj.org.uk/the-state-and- bookmarksbookshop. 
capitalism-today/ co.uk 


global crisis and the 
relevance of Marx 
by Chris Harman 
Corporate inversions are | £15 


Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 


Zombie Capitalism— 


should Labour MPs face 
reselection if Corbyn wins? 


What could happen 
when activists push for 
right wing MPs to be 
replaced by supporters 
of Jeremy Corbyn, asks 
Nick Clark 


MOST SUPPORTERS of 
Jeremy Corbyn know that the 
172 Labour MPs who voted 

to oust him will not stay quiet 
after his likely re-election. 

Some might split from the 
party. But most will probably 
remain—embittered, plotting, 
determined to destroy Corbyn 
next time round. 

That’s why there is 
widespread support for 
reselection. This is a 
mechanism that would enable 
Labour members to vote and 
stop their present MP being the 
candidate at the next election. 

They could be replaced by a 
candidate who better reflects 
the members’ views. 

Delegates at the Unite 
union’s policy conference this 
summer supported a motion 
that called for mandatory 
reselection for Labour MPs. 


Accountable 

It’s entirely right to push 

for MPs to be accountable. 
Indeed, socialists 

believe MPs should be 
democratically controlled and 
accountable at all times. 

Being an MP should not 
be regarded as a job for life. 

Corbyn will never be able 
to work in a united way 
with those MPs who hate 
everything he stands for. 

But organising for 
deselection is a long-winded 
process. It can easily consume 
the whole of an activist’s 
efforts and push aside a focus 
on battles outside the party. 

In the late 1970s reselection 
was a central demand for the 
Labour left. Tony Benn MP 
said the issue was “of pressing 
importance within the Labour 
Party”. He added that it was 
fuelled by the fact that “Labour 
MPs and Labour governments 
often ignored policy agreed at 
conference.” 

In 1979 Labour conference 
made it compulsory for MPs to 
stand for reselection ahead of 
an election. Candidates would 
now be chosen by General 
Management Committees 


LABO 


(GMCs) in each constituency. 

These were made up of 
delegates elected by their 
local party and trade union 
branches. 

With much time and effort, 
left activists could work to get 
themselves elected to their 
GMC and take it over. 

Benn wrote, “The MPs 
will just have to accept it. It 
means there are 635 vacancies 
for candidates in the next 
parliament. MPs will have to 
take notice of their GMCs.” 

Unfortunately it wasn’t 
that straightforward. The left 
did deselect a handful of MPs 
ahead of the 1983 and 1987 
general elections. 

Fear of deselection 
motivated other right wing 
MPs to break away and form 
the Social Democratic Party 
(SDP) in 1981. 

But the biggest factor that 
decided the outcome of the 
battle between right and left 
came from outside the party. 

A downturn in industrial 
struggle, followed by years 
of attacks on workers by the 
1974-9 Labour government, 
had sapped Laboutr’s support. 

Labour only narrowly beat 
the SDP in the 1983 general 
election. Pressure grew on 


The biggest 
factor in 
battles inside 
Labour is the 
fight outside 


’S REG Prentice, deselected in 1976, joined the Tories 


iT 


LNA 


everyone inside the party to 
compete with the SDP for the 
“centre ground”. 

The right emerged stronger. 
It had taken years of battling 
away inside Labour for the left 
to win all the constitutional 
changes it wanted, including 
mandatory reselection. It was 
all swept away. 

With new leader Neil 
Kinnock installed, the party 
again changed the way it 
selected MPs. Candidates 
would no longer be chosen by 
activists in the GMCs, but by 
an “electoral college” of trade 
unions and party members. 


Democracy 

Further changes in the 1990s 
made it harder to unseat MPs. 
A “trigger ballot” meant that 
MPs would face reselection 
only if local members returned 
a vote of two thirds in favour. 

The changes were dressed 
up as an extension of 
democracy into the party 
branches. But they actually 
had the effect of taking power 
away from local activists, 
centralising power in the 
hands of the party leadership. 

Today there is a drawn out 
system where reselection only 
happens if more than half of 
a constituency’s branches and 
affiliates vote for one. 

Then there is a further long 
process involving nominations, 
shortlisting and a ballot open 
to all members. 

Right wingers who defy 
the members should go. But 
the lesson of the 1980s is that 
the strength of the left doesn’t 
fundamentally depend on the 
battles it wins inside Labour. 

It’s whether workers can 
win the battles outside that 
really counts. 
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NEWS 


ollege strikers want a bigger share 


be RAYMIE KIERNAN 


SOME 2,500 support staff 
across 20 Scottish further 
education colleges walked 
out on Tuesday over pay. It 
was the Unison union’s first 
Scotland-wide college strike. 
Jim Mackenzie, secretary 
of the Unison shop stewards’ 
committee at Edinburgh Col- 
lege, told Socialist Worker, 
“Colleges wouldn’t function at 
all without the support staff.” 
They include admin, cater- 
ing, cleaning and security 
staff, classroom assistants and 
technicians. They have been 
offered just a £230 lump sum, 
while lecturers got £450. 


Lecturing 
“We work with the same stu- 
dents in the same colleges as 
lecturing staff—so we should 
get the same lump sum they 
got,” said Jim. 

A rep at City of Glasgow’s 
Riverside campus agreed. 

“We don’t believe in a two- 
tier system between teaching 
staff and support staff,” she 
told Socialist Worker. “We 
all support students through 


PICKETS AT Glasgow Clyde College’s Langside campus 


their studies so why should 
there be a difference in the 
way we are paid?” 

Workers rejected an 
attempt to divide them by 
offering a bigger lump sum to 
the lowest paid. 

Dundee and Angus Col- 
lege Unison rep Jennifer 


told Socialist Worker, “We’re 
determined to get equality.” 
GMB union members 
refused to cross the picket line 
in Dundee. Unite and GMB 
members would gain from 
a victory and their unions 
should bring them out the 
door to get it quicker. Many 


lecturers in the EIS Fela union 
showed the same solidarity. 
Two college boards 
awarded managers separate 
pay deals and thousands in 
additional bonus payments. 
This is on top of many man- 
agers’ six-figure salaries. Jim 
said, “If they can give senior 


Picture: CHARLIE McKINNoN 


management awards like 
that then the low paid surely 
deserve a rise.” 

The dispute piles pres- 
sure on the Scottish National 
Party (SNP) and puts its cuts 
in the spotlight. Further edu- 
cation under the SNP has seen 
huge funding cuts and lay- 


offs in a Scottish government 
programme of college merg- 
ers. Student numbers have 
plummeted and provision for 
adult education and students 
with special support needs has 
been slashed. 


Bargaining 

The SNP’s trade-off with 
unions was national bargain- 
ing, but this has yet to be fully 
implemented. 

The action was the second 
national college strike this year, 
after lecturers won a stunning 
victory in a battle for equal pay. 
They won by announcing esca- 
lating strikes backed by a politi- 
cal campaign. 

Bosses caved in after the 
first 24-hour strike and agreed 
a three-year deal including a 
33 percent pay rise for the 
lowest paid lecturers. A simi- 
lar programme of action could 
win for the support workers. 

Jim agreed, “We hope man- 
agement see sense after our 
strike today but if not then we 
should have escalation—and 
we should also be picketing 
the Scottish parliament.” 


Send solidarity messages 
to leithhight@gmail.com 
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Referendum in Colombia 
could end armed struggle 


After a decades-long civil war, left wing guerrillas Farc could make peace with 
the state. Dave Sewell looks at the events which have led to the referendum 


LO IS PEACE possible in Colombia? 
) That’s the question a referen- 
dum on 2 October aims to settle. It 
puts to voters a deal between the 
government and the largest armed 
rebel group Farc (Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia). 

If passed, the deal would give Farc 
six months to disarm and assemble in 
designated “concentration camps”. In 
return it gets limited land reform and 
MPs in the Colombian congress. 

President Juan Manuel Santos 
has staked his career on ending the 
decades-long civil war that has seen 
250,000 people killed and seven mil- 
lion displaced. The hopes of both ordi- 
nary Colombians sick of violence and a 
capitalist class eager for development 
ride on it too. 

Santos’ predecessor Alvaro 
Uribe, who spent his presidency 
trying to wipe out Farc militarily, is 
campaigning to block the deal. 

Unions and social movements are 
fighting to stop the issues behind the 
conflict being dropped. 

Farc, like other organisations such 
as ELN (Army of National Liberation), 
controls swathes of territory in rural 
Colombia and runs them like a state 
in miniature. 


Poverty 
It collects taxes and organises public 
services. Joining it offers a route 
out of poverty for young people. 
But it exists on extortion and 
repression. 

The group’s main source of 
income is taking a cut of poor coca 
farmers’ sales to international drugs 
gangs, followed by kidnappings and 
protection rackets. 

But Farc was born of the legit- 
imate resistance of Colombian 
peasants. Its degeneration has 
been a distorted response to the 


incredible violence unleashed by 
Colombia’s elite. Right wing para- 
military groups existed long before 
Farc, sponsored by landowners and 
politicians. 

Their terror makes Colombia one 
of the world’s deadliest countries for 
trade unionists. 

Their objectives dovetailed with 
Cold War anti-communism, making 
Colombia a key US ally. 

Their networks of armed men 
mopped up the 1980s drug boom, 
gaining huge economic clout and 
buying up political influence. 

Uribe was the paramilitaries’ crea- 
ture. As mayor of Medellin he made 
the city a sanctuary for gangsters. 

As president he rehabilitated men 
who ran death squads. His opposi- 
tion to the peace deal for letting some 
Farc leaders go unpunished is abject 
hypocrisy. 

Former US president Bill Clinton 
threw cash and guns at Colombia, 
transforming its military supposedly 
to wage a “war on drugs”. 


Negotiation 

Uribe and the US delegitimised Farc 
as “narco-terrorists” unworthy of 
negotiation. 

They tolerated and even cooperated 
with right wing paramilitaries, while 
rewards for the corpses of left wing 
guerrillas incentivised mass murder. 

Planes sprayed pesticides designed 
to stick to all they touched, destroying 
legal crops and wildlife, and causing 
skin and respiratory illness. 

Drug prices rocketed—farming and 
transportation became too difficult 
for peasants to turn a profit on legal 
crops. This made them more reliant on 
selling coca to make cocaine—and on 
either Farc or the gangsters. 

Establishment intransigence 
derailed previous negotiations. The 


pressure is on them to make more con- 
cessions this time. 

But neither the state nor Farc offers 
a real solution. 


On other pages... 
Ly Review of Narcos drama series 
about Pablo Escobar >>Page 13 


Social revolution could have meant different outcome 


je COLOMBIAS civil 
Yad war is generally said 
to have started in 1964, 
when Farc was formed. 
But it was a product of La 
Violencia (“The Violence”) 
from the late 1940s to the 
early 60s when 300,000 
people were killed. 
Against a wave of 
struggle from workers 
and peasants, Colombia’s 
rulers waged a campaign 
of massacres, rapes and 
mutilations, sparking 
a bloody civil war. 
Popular committees 


became self-defence 
militias. These began 
to link up into a mobile 
guerrilla force after 
the Colombian and US 
armies moved to crush 
rebel villages in 1964. 


Organisation 
Repression pushed them 
to militarise further. After 
Farc tried forming an 
electoral organisation in 
1985, some 500 activists 
were assassinated 
within two years. 

Before La Violencia 


came the “1,000 days 
war” of 1899-02 which 
killed one of every 
25 Colombians. 
Colombia’s recurring 
bloodbaths reflect its 
rulers’ weakness in the 
face of challenges from 
below. These range from 
black former slaves 
organising resistance 
in the 19th century 
to mass strikes in the 
early 20th century. 
A capitalist state 
exists partly to manage 
such challenges through 


coercion and consent. 

But Colombia’s 
geography—divided by 
three mountain ranges, 
with an economy built 
on agriculture at the 
“frontier”—made it hard 
to establish a strong 
central authority. 

Power was far more 
dispersed among local 
landowners, their pet 
politicians and hired 
thugs. Their repression 
tended to take on 
a life of its own. 

But there was 


an alternative. 

As historian Eric 
Hobsbawm argued, it 
is “the failure to make 
a social revolution” in 
Colombia that “made 
violence the constant, 
universal and omnipresent 
core of public life”. 

One reason for Farc’s 
decline has been a huge 
population shift from the 
countryside to the cities. 

That creates a bigger, 
more concentrated 
working class that could 
lead such a revolution. 


US empire 
to blame 


»\ Western politicians 
LP blame corruption 
for holding back poorer 
countries. But “failed 
state” Colombia is South 
America’s economic 
success story. Its growth 
rate was second only to 
China in 2014. 

It shows how well 
chaos and greed thrive 
and are central to 
capitalist development. 

Colombia’s boom 
centres on industries 
such as agriculture and 
mining. 

Mining companies can 
clear out people who are 
in their way—and call in 
the army and police if 
they refuse to move. 

There were almost 
400 such conflicts in 
the 2000s. The rate is 
increasing in a country 


Juan Manuel Santos 


that already has some of 
the most unequal land 
distribution in the world. 

This displacement 
drives people into 
poverty and reliance on 
militia or drugs gangs. 
President Santos claims 
the peace process would 
let Colombia move on 
from its social problems. 

In reality it would 
clear the obstacles 
to industrialising the 
countryside with more 
mines, roads and power 
lines. 

This “extractivism” is 
provoking resistance and 
a new chapter of struggle 
could be opening. 

Falling commodity 
prices are turning boom 
into bust—just as the 
peace process tones 
down the witch-hunting 
of opposition and opens 
up space for political 
debate. 

Farmers in Putumayo 
blocked roads used by oil 
firm Ecopetrol last week. 

Some 3,000 people 
marched against 
“abandonment by the 
state” in Riohacha last 
month. And 115,000 
people joined an historic 
agrarian strike in June 
with mass direct actions 
defying deadly police 
repression. 
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IN BRIEF 


University workers 
vote on pay walkout 


THE UNISON union is 
recommending its higher 
education members vote yes 
for strikes after employers 
failed to improve ona 

1.1 percent pay offer for the 
majority of staff. 

The ballot runs until 
19 September. 

Unison labelled reports 
that the employers’ 
negotiating body has 
recommended to universities 
that they should pay staff the 
current offer as provocative 
and unnecessary. 

Union general secretary 
Dave Prentis said, “It is time 
for the sector to fight back”. 


Ballot on pay freeze 
at Freightliner 


A STRIKE ballot of workers at 
rail freight giant Freightliner 
Heavy Haul ends next 
Tuesday. The RMT union 
members are demanding a 
better pay deal for ground 
staff, shift managers, clerical 
and supervisory staff. 

Bosses offered zero percent 
last year and have since used 
a downturn in the use of coal 
to consult on redundancies 
instead of giving workers a 
pay rise. 

Directors handed 
themselves a 30 percent pay 
rise in the last year. 


Bectu members 
vote for merger 


MEMBERS OF the Bectu 
media workers’ union have 
voted to merge with the 
Prospect civil service union. 
The merger, set to take place 
on 1 January, will make Bectu 
the largest sector in Prospect. 

Bectu’s leadership say 
it will have “industrial 
autonomy” within Prospect, 
with its own executive. 

But that executive will still 
have to report to Prospect’s 
national executive committee. 

Bectu will also have to 
disaffiliate from the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament and 
the Labour Party. This will 
take place on a right wing 
basis as Prospect believes it 
has to be politically neutral. 


CPS could charge 
over Kingsley death 


THE NEXT step in the 
campaign for Kingsley Burrell 
was set to take place on 

10 September. His family 

will hear whether the Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS) 
will charge cops who were 
involved in his death. 

A public meeting has been 
called in Birmingham by the 
Justice for Kingsley Burrell 
campaign to follow the CPS’s 
announcement. 

@See bit.ly/2clJ4ny for details 


BANTI-RACISTS protested 
outside the Independent 
Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC) in 
London last Friday demanding 
justice for Dalian Atkinson, 
killed by police last month. 


DISABLED PEOPLE AGAINST CUTS 


Paralympic 
protesters 


DISABLED PEOPLE are 
highlighting the impact 

of austerity alongside the 
Paralympic Games this week. 

The Disabled People 
Against Cuts (Dpac) week of 
action began on Sunday. 

Activists went into the Tate 
Modern gallery in London to 
set up artworks by disabled 
people (above right). 

People who lost support 
due to the closure of the 
Independent Living Fund 
launched a report into its 
impact at a meeting in 
parliament on Monday. 

This was followed by a 
protest and street theatre 


PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY AGAINST AUSTERITY 


ie a. oe 
‘My Mental Helmet’ 
by Vince Laws 


on Whitehall on Monday 
evening. 

Local protests took place 
across Britain on Tuesday. On 
Wednesday activists were set 
to challenge Theresa May at 
prime minister’s questions. 

The week ends with a 
conference on Saturday with 
international speakers. 

@For details see dpac.uk.net 


More AT ART4RIGHTSDPAC.WORDPRESS.COM 


HIGHLIGHTING THE impact of closing the Independent Living Fund 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT STEEL WORKERS 


Just weeks until march 
on lories conference 


y NICK CLARK 


ACTIVISTS ARE preparing 
to mobilise for a national 
demonstration outside 

the Tory Party conference 
in Birmingham on 
Sunday 2 October. 

Coaches have been booked 
from at least 17 different 
towns and cities already—with 
many more expected—for the 
demo called by the People’s 
Assembly. 

Campaigners in 
Barnsley have nearly 
filled a coach 
already—and are 
expecting to book 
another. r 

Dave Gibson of 
Barnsley Trades 
Council told 


Socialist Worker, “We’ve just 
been leafleting at every event. 
“We've got support from the 
local Momentum group who’ve 
put it on their Facebook page, 
so we've got 
Momentum 
members 


‘ail 
— 


Protester Dave Gibson 


coming.” He added, “What 
we haven't done yet is get 
union delegations. But we’re 
expecting that to come on 

quite quickly—so we'll 
probably need a second 
coach. 

“There’s a Jeremy 
Corbyn rally next 
week so we’re hoping 
for more people to 
come from that. 

“Then Barnsley 
college is starting back, 
so we're starting campaigning 
there. Between union 
delegations, students and 
Jeremy Corbyn supporters we 
feel it’s going to take off.” 

The success in Barnsley 
shows the potential to 
organise for a huge turnout in 
Birmingham. 
@thepeoplesassembly.org.uk 


OBITUARY 


Elaine Bull 
1968-2016 


ELAINE WAS a wonderful 
comrade and a warm, funny, 
kind and gentle woman. She 
burned with a passion against 
injustice and was driven by 
the desire to fight for a better 
world. 

She joined the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP) at Essex 
University in 1987. We in 
Harlow first met her at a poll 
tax protest in 1990. 

The police were trying to 
stop the march going through 
the indoor shopping centre 
and redirect it onto the back 
streets. 

The organisers were about 
to obey when Elaine ran to 
the front and shouted, “This is 
our fucking town, we decide 


Elaine Bull 


where we march, not you”. 

She proceeded to lead the 
march through the shopping 
centre with police and 
organisers scrabbling to catch 
up. We knew then she was a 
true revolutionary. 

The following years 
weren't easy for Elaine but 
she remained committed to 
the fight for socialism. She 


demonstrated, campaigned 
and argued for our politics as 
often as her health permitted, 
with an earthy wit and great 
humanity that endeared her 
to all. 

In recent years Elaine was 
key to our Stand up to Ukip 
campaign. Day after day we 
picked her up from work to 
go out leafleting until we had 
finished every ward where 
Ukip was standing—and got 
rid of three Ukip councillors. 

Elaine helped to get 
funding from the Unison 
union for transport to the 
Stand Up To Racism march. 

We are in shock that she is 
no longer with us. Our deep 
condolences go out to her 
sister and to her dear friend 
Daniella. 

Adam Cochrane 
for Harlow SWP 


Old Firm clash hit 
by workers’ action 


SOME 140 workers 
employed by Community 
Safety Glasgow (CSG), a 
company of Glasgow City 
Council, were set to strike 
this weekend. They include 
CCTV workers who struck 
earlier this year. 

The strike by Unison, 
Unite and GMB union 
members was to coincide 
with the season’s first Celtic 
v Rangers football game. 

Bosses want to pay them 
less than other workers in 
Glasgow City Council for 
shift work. Their night shift 
pay would be barely half that 
of other council workers. 

Some workers are facing 
a pay cut of £3,000 per 
year. 
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Missold PFF? 


STEEL UNIONS Community, 
Unite and GMB met Tata Steel 
in London to discuss the British 
Steel Pension Scheme (BSPS) 
on Wednesday of last week. 

Tata had said it would cut 
pensions to avoid folding the 
scheme into the government 
run Pension Protection Fund 
(PPF). Any cut means robbing 
from workers. 

Now it says it may collapse 
BSPS into PPF after all. 

Unions said that this was 
“unacceptable” and Tata had 
“lost the trust and confidence 
of its workforce”. But that line 
was crossed long ago. As Unite 
said, “over five months since” 
Tata announced its plans to 
sell up, workers “are even less 
clear about their future”. About 
time the unions did something. 


Oxford health workers need 
lower rents and higher pay 


Bi ALISTAIR FARROW 


SOME 200 protesters 
in Oxford last Saturday 
demanded affordable 
housing. 

Oxford is one of the most 
expensive cities in Britain, 
and has seen house price 
and rent rises almost as 
severe as in London. 

But there is no weighting 
of wages to account for this. 
The Oxfordshire Unison 
union's health branch called 
the protest. lan McKendrick, 

a nurse at Warneford 
Hospital and Unison activist, 
said, “We are looking at 

rent controls, council house 
building and raising wages 
to retain essential staff in the 
city. | think it would require 
national intervention.” 

Protesters were also out 
to oppose the Housing and 
Planning Act, due to come 
into effect next April. 

The £30,000 Pay to Stay 
threshold outside London will 
push working class people to 


move to satellite towns. 

“Working people are being 
priced out of our city,” said 
lead councillor for housing 
Mike Rowley. 


AXE THE HOUSING ACT 


Summit’s afoot 
for councillors 


COUNCILLORS WHO oppose 
the Housing and Planning 
Act are invited to a summit 
in London on 22 October. 

Housing campaigners met 
last Saturday to discuss the 
next steps in the campaign 
against the Tories’ Act. 

Tenants and activists 
talked about how to pressure 
councils not to implement 
the Act, and finalised the 
details of the summit. 

It will take place 
at Hamilton House in 
central London. 

More information at 
ow.ly/BANX303UmNX 
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EDUCATION 


Strike to beat the cuts as 


schools in England return 


a PAUL MCGARR 


THE TWO biggest fights we face in 
schools are over spending cuts that 
threaten to wreck education, and 
ending primary Sats tests. 

The NUT union leadership say they 
will consider action later. They want to 
wait and see the outcome of the gov- 
ernment’s autumn spending statement 
in November or early December. 

They also want to wait until the gov- 
ernment’s plans on “fair funding” are 
announced this autumn. 

That risks delaying until it’s too late, 
and it’d be better if we acted quicker in 
the build up towards the autumn state- 
ment to pile on the pressure. We know 
the government is planning major 
announcements. 

We can win on both fronts. Our 
strike before the summer was effective. 


Delayed 

Nicky Morgan has gone as education 
secretary. The government has had 
to make a major swerve on its forced 
academisation plan. 

The so-called “fair funding” plan— 
to rob inner city schools across 
Britain—has been delayed. 

Of course the wider campaign and 
many other factors were important in 
these retreats by the government, but 
our strike was a key factor too. 

The major attacks remain. There 
is still the threat of more forced 
academisation. 

The spending cuts under the guise 
of “fair funding” are still coming, on 
top of planned national spending cuts 
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TEACHERS VOTED resoundingly for strikes at their conference 


already penciled in. 

And schools are already facing 
8 percent cuts to every school budget 
this year due to changes to pensions 
and National Insurance. 

We should be building a national 
campaign to demand this urgent 
action. We can call on and will get 
support from the Labour leadership 
too. 

And the most effective way to 
press the government to act would 
be to call national strikes—and to 
do so if possible alongside the junior 
doctors and others. 


e Sixth Forms 

NUT members in Sixth Forms were 
promised a ballot this term after 
their successful strike last March. It 
is vital this ballot now goes ahead 
this half term. 


¢ Sink the Sats 

We need to campaign vigorously 
across the country to build the fight 
against Sats tests. At the heart of 
that campaign needs to be a ballot 
for action that can scupper next 
year’s Sats. 


UNIVERSITIES 


Balloting at 
London Met 


A STRIKE ballot is on at London 
Metropolitan University to defend 
jobs, conditions and victimised 
union reps. 

The ballot of UCU union 
members began last week and 
ends on Thursday of next week. 

Bosses at London Met have 
imposed compulsory redundancies 
on UCU reps Mark Campbell and 
David Hardman. 

Management also announced 
plans for 395 redundancies. 

Workers fear they may replace 
some staff on worse terms and 
conditions. The ballot asks 
workers to vote for strikes to stop 
compulsory redundancies and zero 
hours contracts, and to reinstate 
Mark and David. 

Bosses also face calls to extend 
the voluntary redundancy scheme. 
The attack at London Met is 
part of a bigger assault on higher 

education in Britain. The Tories’ 
Higher Education White Paper 
makes it easier for private firms to 
set up and run universities. 

These attacks are part of 
an agenda to privatise higher 
education. 

Every trade unionist should 
support workers at London Met. 
Sadie Robinson 


ANTI-FASCISM CLEANERS 


Stop Nazis from holding Cardiff meeting 


Merseyside cleaners win 


BRITAIN FIRST Nazis 

invaded the Al Manar 

Mosque in Cardiff as 

part of building up 

to a meeting they are 

holding this Saturday. 
Unite Against Fascism 

(UAF) Wales, supported by 

the Al Manar Mosque, has 


called a demonstration in 
response. Secretary of UAF 
Wales Julian Goss said, “It 
is vital that we demonstrate 
that any Britain First 
presence is unacceptable in 
Cardiff but especially the 
kind of invasion that took 
place at Al Manar Mosque. 


“Whether we are Muslims 
or not these mosques are 
our mosques, just as the 
streets are our streets. We 
will not have them polluted 
by hatemongers.” 

Jeff Hurford 
@Protest assembles 12 noon, 
Sat 10 Sept, at City Hall 


BOSSES AT outsourcer ISS 
caved in to the threat of a 
cleaners’ strike demanding 
hours they cut earlier this 
year were reinstated. 

The PCS union members 
had been set to strike on 
Monday over six sites at 
HM Revenue and Customs 
(HMRC) tax offices in 


Britain First challenged in Birmingham 


FASCISTS FROM Britain 
First tried to hold a 
flashmob in Birmingham 
last Saturday. 

Thirty fascist thugs 
were met by anti-fascists 
including activist Matthew 
Reeve. “Racism divides 
us,” he said. “| am proud 
that Birmingham is a 
multicultural city.” 

@What to do if fascists hold 
a flashmob near you 
bit.ly/2ctmYOH 


Brum confronts Britain First 


Merseyside after bosses cut 
their hours. 

But the strike was 
suspended when ISS agreed 
to give the hours back—and 
scrapped plans to impose 
the same cuts at other 
offices. 

The cleaners struck for 
two days in July after bosses 
cut their hours in response 
to the minimum wage 
increase. 

PCS and ISS will now 
negotiate on longer-term 
pay and conditions—with 
the union warning that 
further action could be 
called if bosses backtrack. 


PCS leader Mark Serwotka 


PCS general secretary 
Mark Serwotka said, “This 
would never have been 
achieved without our 
members taking action. 

“We hope HMRC 
and other government 
departments have got the 
message that we will not 
allow them to simply pass 
the buck when low paid staff 
are being treated unfairly in 
their workplaces.” 


Protest in 
Calais aids 
racism of 
French state 


>>continued from page 20 


harder to enter Britain. 

So some people smugglers 
have begun taking more 
dramatic action to stop 
lorries so that migrants 
can get in. Some are 
killed and many hundreds 
injured as a result. 

Britain criminalises 
lorry drivers if migrants 
do get in. They can be 
fined £2,000 and arrested 
for people smuggling. 

Bosses can sanction them 
if they are late or their 
load is “contaminated” 
by migrants. 

But as Clare Moseley 
of charity Care 4 Calais 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
refugees aren’t the cause of 
this, they are the victims.” 

Baker Frederic Van 
Gansbeke is one of the 
organisers of this week’s 
protest. He insisted 
protesters were “not 
against the migrants” and 
“far from being supporters 
of Marine Le Pen”. 


Demands 

But the protest’s demands 
mean increasing the 
repression, worsening the 
situation for migrants and 
feeding the far right. 

The fascist Le Pen 
got a record vote in 
Calais last year. 

Nazi groups regularly 
hold protests there 
and refugees report 
frequent assaults. 

Dave King from the charity 
Jungle Canopy has tried to 
win support for refugees 
among lorry drivers. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“The reports of violence are 
blown out of proportion. 
You would think from 
reading the papers that 
it’s 10,000 people on the 
road—it’s never more 
than a few hundred. 

“But it’s hellish for the 
drivers, and for the people 
of Calais, and it’s hard for 
them to see past that and 
see the bigger picture.” 

The mobilisations 
add to the urgency of 
building a movement in 
solidarity with refugees. 
Only opening the border 
and granting them safe 
passage can end the crisis. 


CALAIS DEMO 


AIDS RACISTS 


by DAVESEWELL 


LORRY DRIVERS, shop- 
keepers, farmers, police, 
dockers and right wing pol- 
iticians are protested this 
week in Calais to demand 
the demolition of the 
“jungle” refugee camp. 

Shamefully, a local trade 
union branch also joined the 
protest on Monday morning 
(see right). 

Around 400 people joined 
a “human chain” as lorries 
and tractors blocked major 
roads and disrupted traffic 
by driving slowly. 

French interior minister 
Bernard Cazeneuve pledged 
last week to “progressively 
dismantle” the jungle. But 
protesters vow to continue 
until he gives a firm date. 

Almost 10,000 refugees 
and migrants live in dire con- 
ditions in the jungle on the 
site of an old landfill. They 
are trapped there by Britain’s 
border closure and French 
state repression. 

The jungle’s population 
has rocketed by almost a 
third in little over a month. 
But “donor fatigue” means 
that the charities that provide 
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THOUSANDS OF desperate refugees are trapped in the “jungle” in 


for them are running out of 
food. Disgracefully the same 
states that lock them out 
refuse to provide for them. 
Cazeneuve pledged to 
create more accommodation 
for asylum seekers in France. 
But this is not enough to 
meet the existing waiting list 
of people who are homeless 
while their asylum claims are 
processed. It won’t offer an 


alternative to people in the 
jungle. 

Racist politicians and 
newspapers want to under- 
mine solidarity with the 
people in Calais. 

They try to create a dis- 
tinction between “genuine” 
refugees—children, families 
and Syrians—and “economic 
migrants”. 

They repeatedly point 
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out that many of those in 
the jungle are “young men” 
from other countries. Many 
are fleeing war zones such as 
Afghanistan or Sudan. 

But those fleeing poverty 
have every right to do so. 

And even the suppos- 
edly deserving refugees 
are not being taken in. An 
amendment to the Tories’ 
Immigration Act called for 


Conference can help to build a bigger movement 


AROUND 700 people have 
so far signed up for the 
Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) 
conference in October. So 
have four Constituency 
Labour Parties. 

SUTR co-convenor 
Weyman Bennett told 
Socialist Worker, “Lord 
Alf Dubs is coming to help 
push the appeal to get child 
refugees brought to Britain. 


Councillors 

“So are the activists and 
Labour councillors who have 
been organising in Harlow,” 
(see page 6). 

Other speakers include 
Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn and several trade 
union leaders. 

The conference will 


also discuss taking on 
Islamophobia and the 
Prevent strategy, and police 
violence against black 
people. 

Weyman added, “We'll 
have speakers from France, 
Austria and Germany to talk 
about taking on the rise of 
the far right across Europe,” 
(see page 8). 

Racist repression and 
scapegoating are central to 
our rulers’ response to the 
crisis. 

Building a movement to 
take it on is essential. 


Stand Up To Racism 
Conference—Saturday 

8 October, 10.30am-4.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Euston Rd, London NW1 2BJ. 
Register at bit.ly/2bSRYoh 
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y Refugees 
"welcome 
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Weyman Bennett, co-convenor of Stand Up To Racism 


the French Boe town of Calais 


more child refugees to be 
accepted into Britain, yet 
hundreds remain in Calais. 
No effort has been made 
to identify and bring these 
children over. And that 
applies even to those who 
have family in Britain, which 
should qualify them to come 
under the existing system. 
The Tories have made it 
>>>turn to page 19 
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Open the 
border to 
end crisis 


SHAMEFULLY, the Calais 
dockers’ branch of the 
CGT union federation 
backed and joined 

the demonstration 

on Monday. 

Axel Persson, a 
train driver and CGT 
branch secretary in 
Trappes near Paris, 
was outraged. 

He told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s wrong 
to line up with racist 
initiatives—and with 
our enemies, the bosses. 

“They so violently 
mobilised against us 
during the strikes 
of this spring.” 

Axel contrasted the 
CGT response at the 
port to a letter by its 
Eurotunnel workers’ 
branch last year. 


Injuries 
They spoke of being 
“haunted” by the deaths 
and injuries of migrants 
on the line, and 
slammed the landscape 
of “barbed wire, 
police, guns and dogs” 
around the terminal. 
Axel, standing “in 
solidarity with the 
migrants”, said it was 
“delirious” to think 
a clampdown could 
improve the situation. 
“The best way to 
satisfy the port workers’ 
demands is to open the 
borders and allow free 
movement,” he said. 


